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the andacity to get on my feet. I am sorry
that ome or two hon. members were not
present when T made those remarks. I hope

they will forgive me if they think I was
in any way impertinent on that oceasion,
but having ligtened to the remarks of somse
hon. members, who have been here the
longest; ‘ ’

Hon, J.- W, Hickey:

-¥ou still think you

. have a- chance.

~

Hon."T. MOORE. I have come to the con-
clusion that T have little to learn from them.
If after years of experience in this Chamber
—1I do not kuow that I shall have them—TI re-
main satisfied to allow things to drift on in

the State in the way they are drifting, I - forming  instruetors

ghail be disappointed with the time that T
have spent in. this House.

On motion by Hon. J. Cunningham debate

- adjourned.

House adjowrned at 5.282 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30.

p.m. and read prayers. '

- QUESTION—TECHNICAL SCHOOL
INSTRUCTORS.-

Hon. P. COLLIER (for Mr. O'Loghlen)
asked the Colonial Secretary: 1, Is he aware
that the part-time instruetors at the Tech-
nical School weré not parties to the reeent
strike and ‘have not shared in any of the
concessions secured? 2, Is he aware that
these instructors were locked out on the
first day of the strike? 3, Is he also aware
that these instructors were given a holiday
without pay durmg the Prince’s visit% 4,
As other services received payment, why
did the Department discriminate? &, Is he
aware that a number of the students have
paid fees for special imstruetion and arve
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desirous of making up the time lost? 6, As
some of these insthuetors are dwa.bled
owing to war services, will he agree to pay
these instructors for the period they were
Jlocked out?

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY replied :
1, The Government have no knowledge 'of the -
attltude of part-time instructors at the
Technical Sechool during the recent strike.
No jncreases have been proposed for, or
granted to,-such inatructers. 2, No. meg
to the sbsence of students, the ¢lasses con-
ducted by fhese instruetors conld not’ be
held during the period of the strike, Ad-
vertisements were inserted in the Press, in-
that their services
would not be reguired until further notice.
Payment will be made to such instructors.
as were listed for duty on July 12. 3, The
Technieal Sechool was closed durmg the:

.week of the Prince’s visit, but arrange-

ments have been made for the lessons which
were migsed to be given later in the vear.
4, Answered by No. 3. 5, Students have
paid fees for self-supporting classeas. These
studenta will receive the full number of
lessons for which they  have paid. Addi-
tional classes will be held later on in the
vear. 6, Part-time instructors are paid at
a higher rate of remuneration than full-
fime teachers; as their services are required
only for certain periods, Payments are:
made-according. to their periods of service..
See anawer to No. 2,

QUESTIONS (4)-—-RAILWAY
EXTENSIONS.

Nyabing, provision of fusnds.

Mr. PIESSE (for Mr. Thomson) asked the
Premier: When is it the intention of the-
Government to provide funds for the exten-
sion of the Nyabing Railway, as authorised
by Parliament in 19749

The PREMIER replied: This proposal will
be congidered when the railway construction
peliey of the Government is being deter=
mined. The Railway Advisory Board’s in-
vestigations are not yet eompleted.

Nyabing, Boils and Fastenings.

Mr. PIESSE (for Mr. Thomsgon) asked
the Minister for Works: When will rails and
fastenings be mvailable for the extension of
the Nyabing Railway® -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:

The supply of rails owing to the existing:
eonditions and prices is a difficoly one to ar-
range. The Engineer-in-Chief has .just re-
turned from the East where he has madae io-
quiries, and his report is now 111 course of
preparation.

Corrigin-Eastward.

Mr JHICEMOTT asked the Premier: 1, Is
it his intention to honour the promise he
made to the people at Corrigin, to send the
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Advisory Board out to inspect the proposed
railway eastward from Corrigin? 2, If se,
when?

The PREMIER repHed: 1, Yes. 2, A soon
as possible.

Ajana-Gemld;me, Yuna-Mullewa.

Mr. MALEY asked the Premier: 1, Has
any instruetion been given the Railway Ad-
visory Board to examine and report upon
the proposed railway extension from Ajana

to Geraldine and from Yuna to Mullewa? 2,

If net, when will such instruction be givent

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, The
‘necessary instroetion will he given if om
further investigation the ¢lassification of the
land justifies this course.

[, l]l Rt

QUESTION—GOLD STEALING, CASE
OF WHITMAN, .

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (for Mr." Jones) asked
the Attorney General: 1, Was a man named
Joseph Whitmah convicted at Kalgoorlie of
gold-stealing last year? 2, "Was he sentenced
to six months? mpnsonment, and did he ap-
peal against the verdict? 3, Wag the de-
cigion on appeal confirmed? 4 Did he serve
all or any portion of tbe sentence? 5, If not,
what were the cirenmstantes under which he
avoided deing sof

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,

2; 3, Yes. 4, No. 5, He ab_sconded.

QUESTION—BASE METAL REFINERY
WORKS,

My. WILLCOCK asked the _Minister for
Mines: 1, Have any arrangements- been made
- with the Federal Government regarding the
establishment of hase metal refinery works
in Weatern Anstralia? 2, Are negotiations
proceeding with that object in view? 3, 1f
50, when is it expected that some finality will
Le reached?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Mines) replied: 1, The matier has been dis-
cussed, but no final arrangements have been
completed with the Federal Government. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3% I am at present in
communication with the producers with a
view to holding a conferenee. for diseussion
of the subject.

" QUESTION—FOREST PRODUCTS
LABORATORY.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
TIndustries: 1, Can he tell the House whether
the Forest Produets Laboratory is likely to
be established within the near future? 2,
Are the Commonwealth Government adher-
ing to the contract made between them and
the Western Australian Government?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for In-
dustries) replied: 1, The establishment of
the Forest Products Laboratory in the mear

' smkmg fund for the redemption

N .
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future is practically assured. 2, The Bill in
which provision is made for the establish-
ment of a Forest Products Laboratory has
been pagsed in satisfacfory form by the Fed-’
eral Parliament. Until the passing of this
Bill it was impossible for the Federal Gov-
ernment to do more than they have already
accomphshed The contract betseen -the

State and the Federal Government is being
adhered to.

QUESTION—ST. IVES, CRUSHING
FACILITIES.”

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Mines: Have any steps of a practical nature
yet been taken to provide crushing facilities
at St. Ives? .

The PREMIER (for the DMinister for
Mines) replied: See my reply to. the same
question on the 5th instant. -

MESSAGE—ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read assenting to Supply Bil (Ne. 1)
£1,059,000.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. MALEY (Gresnough) [4.40]: I shall
not apologise .for taking up some little time
of the House on thé Address-in-reply. Like
the hember for East Perth (Mr. Hardwick)
I regard this- as am opportunity given to
private members to speak on various topies
of interest to the State, and believe that it
represents the bright spot in our Constitution.
After having listened patiently to the views
expressed by other members, I have eome to ~
the conclusion fhat althongh the finaneial
position of the State -is said to be deplor-
able, it is not as bad as it is painted. If
we are to accept the opinion of other hon.
members who have stressed this point, the
country is indeed -actually on the verge of -
bankruptecy. While thinking there is need
for economy to be oxzercised, J am of opinion °

.fhat oor position here is not worse by com-

parison than that of any other country in the
world. We have made provision, which
many other coumtries have not dome in re-
gard to their ereditors, by putting aside a
of our
loans. This stands greatly to our credit to-
day. There is no doubi that thete is need
for economy and, when we assembled in
another place at the command of His Excel-
leney the Governor, I was pleased to mnotice
that His Excellency went so far as to draw
attention to that point. We have been used
to speaking in millions so frequently that it
came as a distinet relief to hear His Excel-
lency go into the question of pennies. While
one cannot, perhaf)s, be optimistic on the
score of pennies, I do not think we are
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going to place the State in 2 better position
by spending sleepless nights over some of
our troubles, as some hon. members “appar-
ently do. That will certainly not improve
our position. I congratulate the
ment on the modesty of their legislaiive pro-
gramme for the session,
is refreshing to note that a Government on
the eve of a general election, when offered
a couple of million pounds fo spend, has
had the courage to refuse the offer. T can
imagine our frignds on the opposite side, in

view of impending events, seizing such an’

opportonity with avidity,

Mr., O'Loghlen: You wounld like to know
- a little more about the two millions, ahd so
would L. What are the terms?

Mr. MALEY: The terms would not have
mattered to the hon. member if he had had
an opportunity of getting hold of the money
at any price whatever.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is all very well.

Mr, MALEY: We have to remember that
most of our revenne is supposed to be de-
rived from the railways of the State. Bear-
ing in mind that this is s very young
State, in its initial stages of development,
and that the railways are deeded to open .up
the eountry, it seems to me to be ridiculous
to say that our railways should be run as 2
commercial proposition. If they are to be
made a commercial proposition, as was at-
tempted after the elose of the last session of
Parliament, the State has a right to ask that
the railways be run om proper commerecial
lings. I have here some figures showing a
comparison between the one privately owned
line in the State and our own railways 1
am sorry the Minister for Railways is mot
here to listen to it. Wihen we reflect that
it cost us £437,000 to gain an additional
revenue of £396,000 from our own service
for the year just ended we wonder how long
that sort of thing is going to last. The
Midland Railway Co., on thc other hand,
gained additionzl revenune of £17,000 at a
cost of £3,800. We have to bear in mind
that every time the farea and freights of our
own rajlways are increased, we penalige
every gettler along the Midland Railway. If
" we are to run our railways on a commercial
basis, we should eut out all unseless expendi-
ture under ‘‘departmental administration.’’
The figures of the Midland Railway Com-
pany for the past four years are very iliu-
minating. For the vear ended 20th June,
1918, the gross traffic receipts were £88,020,
working' expenses £38,963, met receipts
£20027. For the year ended the 30th June,
1917, the gross traffic receipts were £89,206,
working expenses £69,674, net receipts
£29,532. For the year ended the 30th Jume,
1918; the gross traffic receipts were £02,884,
work_mg expenses  £63,566, net recelpt.s
£20,278. Yor the year ended the 30th June,
1919 the gross traflic reeeipts were £109,700,
working expenses £67,376, net receipts’ 54
324. These ﬁgures show a consistent ad-
vanée in net rteceipts over that period of
£13,300. That is the position which has

Govern--

In these times it.
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been arrived at by busipesslike management
of a railway. If our own railways are to
be put on a commercial basis—I hope they
never will be, for the railway system is en-
gaged in openmg up the country, and its
partial loss must be a charge against Con-
solidated Revenne—it is omly right that
commercial principles should be applied in
every hranch of the department. I do not
think we can improve the position by any
academic resolutions as to how to make the
raﬂway system pay. The . leader of the Op-
position advocatesa tax on land values for
the purpose of relieving the railways,

Hon. P. Collier: A fortnight ago you
were pledged to it; to-day you are not.
Mr. MALEY: - The night before this

question came up for consideration by the
farmers’ conference I interjected that in my
opinion the policy was going to be thrown
out with a sickening thud.
Hon. P. Collier:  Stil,
were bound to it. ‘
Mr. MALEY: TUnfortunately my remarks
that night were attributed to.the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Uohnsgton) in
next morming’s ‘‘West Australian.’”’  Per-
haps I was quite safe in making the inter-
jection, hecanse it is altogether out of rea-
son to suppose that 400 farmers, all land
holders, would carry so foolish a proposal, Of
the 400 farmers assembled at the confer-
ence when, in spite of the spedial pleadings .
of the ‘"West Australian,’’ the motion was
put——
Mr. O’Loghlen:
them all round.
Mr. MALEY: You ma,y fetch a few votes
to your side by hammering at the subject.

that night you

The ¢ West’ ! will feteh

Mr, O’Loghlen: We will - get enough
votes for. our purpose.

Mr. MALEY: In a few electorates, per-
haps. - '

Hon, T. Walker: Do not be so pessim-
istie.

Mr. MALEY: It was ridiculous fo sup-

pose- that the farmers were going to-agree to
sueh a proposal. ~

Hon. P. Collier: Therefore they carried
a ridicnlous proposal the previous year, That
is a good testimomial to your delegates.

My. MALEY: It was ridi¢ulous te sup-
pose that the farmers would consent to al-
low themselves to be taxed direetly in reégard
to rural lands to the extent of an sdditional
£300,000. . .

Hon. P. Coilier: But they agreed to it at
the previous conference,

Mr. MALEY: When the proposition was
given more mature consideration and the
evilg of it were clegrly seen, it is no wonder
that if svag thrown out,

Mr. O'Loghlen: The ¢‘West Australlan”
will eonvert you alll

Mr., MALEY: In addition to that
£300,000 direct taxation to be throwm om
the rural lands, there is the certainty that the
£500,000 which the town lands would have
to pay wnder the scheme would also have
to be borne by the producers, hecause it
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would be passed on to them, If the leader
of the Opposition is so keen on land values
faxation, I suggest that he bring in a modi-
fied scheme Limiting the operation of the
tax to lands within a radius of 20 miles from
the Gleneral Post Office. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: That would be class leg-
islation.

Mr. MALEY: Nothing of the sort. We
in the ecountry are creating the value of city
lands and indeed of everything in the city.
If this borden could not he passed on to the
producers, the policy would be less repug-
want to us. I suggest that the leader of the
Opposition confine his proposition to the
lands within a radius of 20 miles from the
post office. :

Hon, P. Collier:
but do nof tax me.

Mr. Mullany: Do you not think the city
‘people would pass the tax on?

Mr. MALEY: T say they will, but the
léader of the Opposition says that it eonld
not be passed on. I want to carry the eon-
sideration of this proposed land values taxa-
tion a little further. Let us apply it to the
privately owned railway.” Under such a
form of taxation the Midland Railway Com-
pany, who at the present time own eonsider-
ably over & million and a half acres of un-
alienated land, would be asked to pay ad-
ditional taxation amounting to 13 times
what they are paying at presemt, and we
chould be imposing that additional taxation
on them for the avowed purpose of making
them reduce fares and freights on their
railway., Was so ridienlous a proposition
ever heard before? We have been circu-
larised in this House by the Midland Railway
Company in regard to the manmer in which
they have been treated by successive Gov-
ermments. One can imagine how vigorous
would be the protest of that company
against any policy which imposed such a
burden on them as that proposed.

Hon. P. Collier: You were at the previous
" conference of farmers; why did you not ad-
vise them against the proposal?

Mr. MALEY: I do not think any of our
présent delegates were there,

Mr, Gardiner: With all its faunlts, the
Midland Railway Cdmpany has added 2 new
-provinea to the State without any cost to
the Government, No loan meoney or anything
of the sort has been spent on their lands.
Put that in your pipe and smoke it,

Mr. MALEY: I do not want to. hear con-
tinnally the old parrot cry of ‘‘Produce,
produee, produee,”’ but I am convinced that
the only possible way out of our difficulties
is by unfettered production.
eurrmg, sometimes not withont justifieation,
but there should be some method of settling
these disturbances before they settle the
country, If the business of the State is held
up, we must go from bad to worse.

Mrx. Nairn: You can always settle a strike
by vaying up.

Mr. MALEY: PBut why should we do
that? The strike germ has actvally pene-

Tax the other fellow,

Strikes are oc- .
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trated my own eleetorate, and for the last
three weeks three mines there bave been held
up owing to a demand for conditions that do
not exist anywhere else- in the distriet. I
ask that some influence should be brought to
bear to settle this dispute, because it seems
t6 me that the demand is wholly unreason-
able. - '

Hou. P, Collier: But the principle of a 44-
hour week is now observed in all the other
mines of the State,

Mr. MALEY:  The Fremantle Trading
Company are prepared to grant the con-
ditions obtaining on the Surprise mine. This
is not an unfair proposition. It.could be ob-
served until the Sarprise agreement ex-
pires, which will be in a few months time,
when they could all be put on the same level.
A lot of the trouble could be overcoms if

the leaders of the Labour movement
wounld
Mr. O’Loghlen:- Take your Tory view

of the situation. -

My, Chesson: The 44-hours week obtains
in respect of underground work on the
Murchison.

Mr. MALEY: Increased production is
almost impossible in this State at the
present time, owing to the scareity. of
labour. The Government ought to strain
every effort to secure agricultural labour,

partienlarly in view of the record harvest

which we hope to enjoy during the present
seagon. I know that the farmers, encour-
aged by the good prices which were gener-
ally expected, strained every effort to get
all the land they pogsibly conld under erop.
In o¢ne particular case there was an drea
of 8,600 acres cleared in one block, but
owing to the searcity of labour all that
could be crepped was a miserable 800 acres.

"Had the requisite labour been availlable,

3,000 or 49000 acres of that block would
have been put under crop. The difficulty
has been accentuated owing to the fact
that we have setiled our returned soldiers
on blotks of their own. Many of these-
soldiers are sons of settlers and originally
bore some portion of the work im our agri-
cultural areas, but they are now holding
farmsg of their own. It should not be difk-
cult, under the Ymperial Service immigra-
tion scheme, to get men to come out here
and devoie one or two -seasons to gaining
experience before taking up land of their
own, Much difficulty- has been created
owing t¢ such communications as that sent
by the Assistant Secretary to the Trades
‘Hall, who wrote,h to England deprecating
the sending out of labourers of any descrip-
tion or in fact of any emigrants at all

Hon, P. Collier: How could you get imem
in the last six years?

Mr. MALEY: This was not_in connection
with the last six years but in connection
with the policy of sending any emigrants
here at all. The people in England were
toid that this State was pot prepared to
take immigrants. I know that tbe gentle-
man conceriied has been put down a bit,
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and I think this"was one of the contributing
causes. He received quite a decent rebuff
from his own people in the country.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You attend to MeGibbon
and your executive officials and leave that
alone. N

Hon. P. Collier: Can you unravel
tangle about Me¢Gibbon and the Minister?

Mr., MALEY: To oblige the hon, mem-
bers, I am coming to the wheat position.
Nobody can say that any further light has
been thrown on the acinal position by the
various explanations given by the officials
concerned in the matter.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Their explanations are
"as elear as mud.

Mr. MALEY: Quite so.

Mr. Pickering : They have made con-
fusion worse confounded.

Mr. MALEY: It is remarkable that at
the recent conference which consisted
almost wholly and solely of farmers, the
gathering was prepared to aecept the stabe-
ments of Mr., McGibbon, of the Honorary
Minigter (Mr. Baxter), and of the Minister
for Bducation (Mr. Colebateh).

Mr. O'Loghlen: They cheered the lot.

Mr. MALEY: It seemed to me to be
reprehensible that, at the end of explana-
tions extending over a whole day- at- the
conference, the Homorary Minister was so
foolish as to try to get another spoke in by
niaking a statement in another place.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He said sowme foolish
things.

Hon. P. Collier: He is given to that sort
of ‘thing.

Mr. Pickering: It was the only place

where he could make the explanation. -

- Mr. MALEY: The Australian Wheak.
Board have no legal ground on which to
base a claim against the Western Austra-
lian Government for their refusal to supply
wheat to New South Wales at the price in
question. The affairs of the Australian
Wheat Board appear to have been con-
ducted in such a remarkable manner that
the Board will never be able to formnlate a

claim against this State, and therefore, T

think we have heard the last of it. There
is a statement in this morning’s issue of the
“West Australian” which goes te confirm
that lmpressmn, an impression which has
been in my mind during the last fortnight.
What the Australiaon Wheat Board have
created, they can certainly destroy, It was
absolutely foolish of the board te ever pass
a resolution that, on a rising market or in
fagt on any market, we should supply wheat
to anyone for o period of 12 months,
Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear!

Mr., MALEY: It was absolutely unfair to.

the producers of this State.

Mr. Pickering: No matter which way it
wenf.

Mr. MALEY: Quite so. If the price had
fallen below the price in question, there
wonld have been a howl from the consemers
of the State concerned that they were being

-

the

. tions it was
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charged too much. .But is there any objec-
tion to eomsumers throughout this State tak-
ing the farmers’ wheat at one-half of its
actual value? That is the position to-day,
The farmers of the State are actually feeding
the popu]atmn for one-half of what they
could receive for their wheat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where could you re-
reive that price?

Mr. MALEY: The hon. member knows as
well a3 I do that wheat is being sold and
has been seld during the last six months for
anything up to 16s. per bushel f.0.b. Fre-
mantle.

Hon. W. C. Angw-m Small pareels.

Mr. Pickering: What is the prlee in Eng-
land%

Hon: W. 0. Angwin:
per guaranteed quarter,
Mr, MALEY: It is argued that becausa
a nebulous guarantee was given to the
farmers during the period of the war, a guar-
antee whiech amounted to practically one-half
of the cost of production, therefore the
farmers should be grateful; but the con-
sumers should be grateful to the farmers be-
cause they are getting their bread at one-
half of what it ought to cost them. Why
is it that during the whole course of _the
war gnd up to the present time, the cost
of feeding the consumers in England has heen
bhorne by the Imperial Government and not
by the farmers of England? The English
farmer has received the full price for his
product all through, and so has the American
farmer. The United States Government had
the courage immediately after the armistice
was signed to gnarantee their farmers 9s. 24,
per bushel for a period of two years. That
was good business, although many people
thought the TUnited States Government would
have to find a couple of hundred million
pounds to back up their farmers in this way.
I have consistently urged in this House and
ontside it- during the past two or three years
that a reasonable guarantee should have been
given to our farmers, if only to encourage
them to keep on cultivating their land and
prevent it from reverting to its natural state.
It was only on the eve of the Federal elec-
tions that a sufficient guarantee and pay-
ment were promised the farmers throughout
Australia. '
Hon, P. Collier: Just aftér the general

elections; not on the eve of it.

Mr. MALEY: Just before the general elec-
announced that the farmers
would be paid and guaranteed a sum of nof
less than 5s. per’bushel, Some claims had
been put forward by farmers’' organisations
in the Eastern States, and the Federal Prime
Minister was threatened with oppesition by
the Country party.

Ninety-five shillings

Mr. O’Loghlen: They did butt him to
Ballarat. .

Hon. P. Collier; And nearly butted him
out, too. .

Mr. Pickering: Perhaps it is the beginning
of the butting ouf pracésa.
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Mr. MALEY: The farmer of this State,

. by reason of the war and the congequent

y

Avon (Mr.

depression, has been in & poor way for the
last four years, To-day the farmer is Te-
covering his position and the future lovks
bright for him.

Mr. Pickering: And for the country.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh, that follows.

Mr. MALEY: Yes, the good old ship of
Siate has been in trouble because the farmer
has been battling against- the seas of ad-
vergity, To-day the farmer is coming into
his own, and the development which had been
arrested during the past four years is pro-
ceeding. When the farmer is in a good way,
he ig the fertiliser of cvery avenue of trade
in the State.

Mr. DUFF (Claremont) [5.10]: I did
intend to touck one or two subjects such as
mining, but_as the debate is approaching its
conclugion I think those subjects edn per-
haps be better dealt with when the Esti-
mates are hefore us. After a trip to the
Eastern portion of our agrienltural belt, T
am pleased to say that the crops are looking
exceedingly well, and the farmers are very
sangunine of getting a record yield. I am-
Pleased to say that the soldier farmers. there
appear to be very contented with_ their lot.
It is a matter for congratulation to the Pre-
mier; My, McLarty and the staff, that they
have handled the soldier settlement scheme in
such a capable way, When the Premier was
elected to office, all of us on this side of the
Honse reeognised that he had a very stupen-
dous task before him. .,

. Hon. P. Collier: You were a bit doubtful
about him at that time. N

Mr. DUFF: Ws were doubtful about get-
ting a man to take the task on.

Hon. P. Collier:. Is that how he came to
get it? '

Mr. DUFF: I .believe that influenced me
in my vote. We can congratulate oursélves
that we were able.to get a man of his foree
and optimism to take the position.

- My, Green: -Would not you give it a go?
Mr. DUFF: 1 might have done suv. - 1
have given many things a go, and have been
suceessful in-some of them, I hope the Fed-
eral Government will give the State every
faeility to settle wpon its agricultural lands
an unlimited nuinber of settlers. After all,
the man who {ills the land is the one who is
to be relied npon to fight for it in time of
danger. -

The Minigter for Works:
has always becn so.

Mr. DUFF:
wish to meniion, an? T hove.the member for
Harrison) will not think T am
usurping his position by bringing it for-
ward.

Mr. Pickering: Te has the same right.

Mr. DUFF: My only reason for bringing
it forward is that I am iixed up in the min-
ing portion of his electorate. Several meet-
ings have been held in Westonia distriet to
urge the adoption of a land scheme for that

Hear; heart Tt

,arotind the

There is another matter I~
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particular area. A league has been formed,
known as the Westonia Agrienltural Land
League, The league, which includes in its

membership the most influential people in
the district, is endeavouring -to bring about -
& land settlement scheme. I am quite satis-
fied that at Westbnia we have land which i
absolutely unexcelled in this State, but the
objection will always be raised, as it was
raised 10 or 11 years ago when ‘the Jate Mr.
“Paterson was managing the Agrienltural
Bank, that the rainfall is insunificient, That
argument eropped up in regard to the Mer-
rTedin district, but later on Mr. Paterson was’
impreased, and the area was extended to the
rabbit-proof fenee.

Mr. Harrison: Meckering was the limit
at one time.
Mr. DUFF: Beyond the - rabbil- -proof

fence, we have two farmers contlguoua to
the railway working their farms in a ‘very
big way, and making them pay better per-
haps than some of is people who are farm-
ing at Merredin. We go to Sputhern Cross
and we find there six farmers working with-
out any assistance from the Agricultural
Bank and they are making their farms pay.
So that, after all, the rainfall argument must
fall to the ground. But that is not alto-
gether the trouble with the Westonia paople.
They have the mmmg regilations_ in the
road. The mmmg regulations state that
within two miles of the uearest houndary of
any townsite or suburbam area 20 acres will
be allotted, ahd that beyond two miles from
such boundary the area will be 500 actres. -
Those who have been farming will agree
with me that 500 acres of land is not enough
for a man to farm properly. He certainly
cannot grow wheat and go in for mixed
farming on auch 2 limited area. — Nothing
less than 1,000 aeres will do. T am going fo
ask the Premier to eause this regulation to-
be amended so that the heantiful forest lands
which -extend from the raillway for miles
‘Westonia goldfieglds may be
thrown open for settlement. 1T am going to
advocate a ecombination of mining and agri-
cultural interests, because when the areas
are being cleared for farming purposes the
timber cut ean be used on the mines for fire-
wood and also as mining timber. In that
way the farmers will be realising something
as the result of their initial labours. In other
instances soch timber has to be burnt. There
is also a market for that class of timber at
Kalgoorlie. Tt can be shifted at Walgoolan,
where this belt of eountry starts.” I can as-
sure the Premier that if he will go into this
matter be will be able to assist 200 or 300
people to go on the land, all of whom are
waiting now to take up areas-there. So far
as the rainfall is comcerned,, records have
been kept for the past five years, and the
average doring that period  has been 15
inehes. That rainfall extends from April to
Oectober; and anyone who has had anything
to do with farmmg is aware that that
is all that  is required, and in the
area in question it falls in the proper
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months, especially in September, when it is
looked for. If the Premier will only take up
this matter we wnay in those parts create, by
the admixture of mining and agriculture, a
Ballarat or 2 Bendigo. I intend to refer to
a subject which I believe is exercising the
minds not only of the people of this State
but of everyone in the Commonwealth,
namely the prevailing industrial and soeial
unrest, which I claim is mainly due to the
nen-stapdardisation of the cost of foodstufis
and other commodities required in our homes.
T'o my mind it is sheer waste of time for the
judges in our Arbitration Courts to attempt
to fix wages when, directly they do se¢, up
go the prices of commodities. We have
started at the wrong end. What I .recom-
mend is that we immediately standardise the
cost of living. It is easy to do so in a ¢oun-
try so prolific-as Australia is. It bas a sparse
population, and that is an advantage in
carrying out such a scheme. If we can do
* that, we will adjust wages and thereby bring
ahout social and industrial contentment.
Such a gtep would, I thiuk, ¢vercome in an
appreciable way our present industrial diffi-
culties. Perhaps someone will say that I am
trespassing in the sphere of Federal polities,
but I believe, and I think everybody else be-
lieves, that this question gravely concerns us
as a State and as a portion of -the great
Commonweszlth. Australia to-day is bulging
with exportable foodstuffs and other commo-
dities, We have meat, wheat, wool, butfer,
bacon, and I could go on for a considerable
timg enumerating - other things, not for-
getting frnit and vegetables.  We produce
all these things prolifically, but they are not
made available at a fair price to us Austra-
Iians. Take our meat. When the Wyndham
works were started by the Labour Govern-
ment, wag it intended that they should only
export? If that was the ease I am very sorry
for the intention of Parliament at the time,
- beeause after.aill should we not look after
our own first? In Perth to-day it is not pos-
sible to get more than a pound or two of

dripping, a product that must, with the fat.

catfle we have in Kimberley, be there in
tons, It seems, however, that the desire is
to export everything that we are short of
in Perth. Tt seems rather peeculiar that
mutton should be so eheap to-day. I think
we can get meat to-day for 4d. or 5d. a
pound, where as a couple of months ago it
fetched 1s. 2d. a pound. We all remember a
cable from London which told us that there
was a glot in the market, and that Australian
meat was selling at 6d. & pound. On the very

same day sales of mutton were effected in the -

Midland yards at 1s. 1d. on the hoof.
Mr. Harrison: What about the pelt?
Mr. DUFF: The hon, member says what
, ahout the pelt? We will give him the pelt
in. The priee 1s too high, and the sooner
the suggestion which was advanced by the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) that
chilling works be erected at Fremantle to
receive the products of the different Ffreezing
works is adopted, the better it will be for the
people of Western Australia. It would any-
how bring a little competfition along, and
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that would help us to get our meat at sowme-
thing like a fair price. It behoves every
country, on account of the world’s condition,
t¢ be selfish and to look after itself. I am
wopdering, too, why we have not more flour
mills, and why, instead of exporting wheat
we do not export flour. We know that to-
day we are practieally starving for the by-
products of the mill.

Mr, Harrison: Why?

Mr. DUFF: We know why. Becanse they
are rushing away the wheat, perhaps to a
better market. I am credibly informed that
a day or two ago there was not a bag of
bran to .be purchased in Kalgoorlie or in the
sister munieipality of Boulder.

The Minister for Works: We could not get
it in the-south-west.

Mr. DUFF: The time has come when this
niattér should be taken seriously in hand.
Two nights ago we saw that soldiers who had
taken up land for poultry farming, turned it
up heeanse they had to pay’ 12s. a bushel for
‘their wheat, Faney asking 12s. a bushel! for
wheat in a country where there iy such a
prolific growth of this commeodity. When
Sir Henry Lefroy submitted his motion to
Parliament last session suggesting a guar-
antee of s, per bushel to wheat growers—
and I am claiming to be one of them—it was
thought that the price we were going to get
wag an extraordinarily good one. But now
we are asking 12g, a bushel.

Mr. Pickering: Are you turning it down$t

Mr, DUFF: No, but I lave a little feeling
for other people who are starving for it.
Let us fix the price for home consumption on
a reasonahle basis, and we can export the
balance to the world’s markets. We can then
get what iz called the world’s parity.

Mr. Hayrison: What is it? .

Mr. DUFF: I would like to know myself.

Hon. W. . Angwin: No one else knows,

Mr. DUFF: It should be our duty to pro-
vide for ourselves first and export after-
wards, preferably to Great Britain. What
is wanted in Australia is a cheaper breakfast
table. I believe to-day we are paying 100
per cent. more than we should be paying for
our meals, and I do not think it requireg, &
knowledge of economic science to enable s
to make effective suggestions such as those
I have put forward, "We have cur pooling
system, which provides the machinery for
carrying i out. T believe all the difficulties
ean be overgome. .

Mr. Pickering: By the farmers sacrificing
everything.

Hon. W. . Angwin;
well.

Mr. DUFF: They are sacrificing nothing.
Let us provide for ourselves first: We were
satisfied with 3s. 6d. per bushel at one tims.
T trust that some action will be taken by the
Chamber in the direction I have suggested.
Tt is the only way out of the diffienlty, If
we can get a resolution through the House
and forward it to- the Federal Parliament
they will realizse that we are in earnest in
moving in the matter. T believe also that if
the Prime Minister will adopt the suggestion
I have made he will be able to bring down

They are doing very
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with one barrel thé profiteer and the Bol-
shevik whom he professes to be so anxious to
bring to book.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [5.30]:
I am not altogether disappointed at the lack
of poliey diselosed in the Governor’s Speech.
T never excpected anything better from the

present CGovernment, despite the fact that

last rsession they were continually desiring
to get into recess for the avowed purpose of
preparing measures to put before Parliament,
We find in- the Speech practically nothing of
any value,

The Minister for Works:
on’ with hope.

Mr. LUTEY: Hope is very good, but we
want something more than that. From the
speeches delivered, T am convinced that there
are very few, even om the Ministerial side,
with ceonfidence in the Government. The
ouly speaker who has complimented the Gov-

You must carry

erninent on their 'policy is the member for-

Greenough (Mr. Maley). The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Brown) and the member for
Bunbury (Mr. Money) severely -criticised
them. In fact, judging by their speeches,
I cannot uuderstand why those two members
are not on this side of the House. Possibly
the close approach of the elections induced
them to frame their speeches in the way they
did. If their utterances had been made by
a conple of Labour men outside of Parlia-
ment, that little Mephistopheles from Wales
would have deported them from Australia.
The member for Perth (Mr, Pilkington) also
warmly criticised the Government. I helisve

" that if a vote were taken, and if members

on the Ministerial side voted according to
their 11tteranees, the Government would find
themselves in the cold shades of Opposition.
Y visited the House years ago when the late
Hon. Frank Wilson wag leader of the Op-
pnsition, and the Labour Government were
in power.. At that time the Opposition' were
continually cnt.lelsmg the Labour Govern-
ment and asserting that there was no neces-
gity for further faxatiom, that nothing but
business agumen wasg necessary to ‘bring about
a satisfactory state of affairs. Then we had
as Premier Sir Henry Lefroy, whose sole
policy was™ produce, produce, produmee; and
now we have Mr. Mitchell, whose sole policy
seems to be expressed in the: words, vigour,
enterprise and goodwill. I have yet to learn
that thé community of Western Australia
“lacks vigour.
are an essentially vigorous pupulatlon But
it seems that any old cry is good enough
“for the present Government.
prige, I should like some of the Ministers
to let us know what form the enterprise of
the present Government has taken. Last ses-
sion, and indeed the session before, I had

occasmn to draw attention to the necessu}-'

for a largely inereased output at the State
brickworks. The Minister for Works -it that
time complained that he could not get the
essential machinery.. Now I am eredibly in-
fotmed that there is sufficient machinery at

[12]

Ta.kmg them generally, they

As for enter- -
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-the State brickworks to largely increase the

present  output, if only they had another
Hoffman kiln. Yet the Minister for Works,
the most enterprising of Ministers—which is
not saying muoch for the present Government
—cannot see his way clear to erect that ad-
ditional Hoffman kiln in order to increase
the output, notwithstanding that a number of
brieklayers are walking the streets for want
of bricks to carry on with,

The Minister for Works:
correct. -

Mr. LUTEY: I am informed that it is so,
and I believe it is true.

The Minister for Works: T can take you to
a dozen hounses in conrse of' construetion hung’
np for want of bricklayers, not for want of
bricks.

Mr. LUTEY: I am surprised to find that
no_steps have been taken to ensure & suffie-
ient supply of bricks. As for goodwill, T
fail to see that the Government are doing
anything to ereate goedwill in the com-
munity; in faet they appear to be moving’
in the ‘opposite direction. We find that the
employefs, who are the masters of the present
Government; are doing all they can to foment
ill-feeling, Quite lately Mr. Dunne has been,
down the South-West forming another union
amongst the employees of the fruit-growers,
notwithstanding that there is already a union
in that industry. Such action will not tend
to goodwill, but will be prejudicial to the
fruit-growers and to the State gemerally. Any
responsible Government seized with . the
seriousness of the present situation would
bring down industrial legislation, but there
is mo suggestion in the Speech of any move
in this ‘direction. In view of the congestion
of the Arbitration Court, the slowness of ifs

That is scarcely

.proeedure, and the geueral unrest prevailing,

oneg would hgve thought something wonid
be done to amend the Act., There is
ne mention in the Speech of any such inten-
tion. The public service strike could easily
have beed averted. Nine months ago the
public servants lield a big demonstration
outside Parliament . Flouge. Sul ely that
should have been accepted as an indication
that those men were serions in their de-
mands. Any Minister of business ,acumen,
with a knowledge of industrial affdirs, would
have set to work to settle the trouble out of
hand. T was amazed to see the public_ ser-
vice come out as strongly as they did on that
occasion and make their demands at Parlia-
ment House. One ofter hears reference to
the riots on the goldfields, but I am eon-
vineed that the public servants of Terth,
on the day of their demonstration, were more
determined than those men on the goldfields
who made their protest some -months age.
Yet the trouble with the public service was
allowed to go on inereasing in strength for

‘nine months, until-at last the country was

faced with a strike that-might Nave had
very seriong consequences. The general pub-
lie, perhaps, do not realise how mear we all
were-to a2 ecalamity, The Premier says the
country is prosperous.” Tt may bs so in a
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1
sense, but when the member for Hanhnans
{Mr, Munsie) was speaking, it was the Min-
igter for Mines who, by interjection, referred
to children attending school without boots.
Some people, of course, believe in children
going without boots altogether, I know a
doctor on the goldfields whose two daughters
went barefooted until they were 15 or 16
years of age. Buot in the great majority of
cases it is mot for health’ purposes that the
children go to school without boots; it is be-
cauge of the dire poverty of their parents.
The best way of finding ont how people ave
progressing ecpnomically is to interview the
butehers who serve them daily. I know on
the goldfields hundreds of workers with
families who-are not able to buy sufficient
meat to provide for their ehildren. Tt will
be found that in some cases a family con-
sisting of father, mother, and five children
are able to purchase not more than a pomnd
of medt per day, of whieh the children get
but very little, for the reason that it is abso-
lutely necessary that the father should have
the lion’s share, since he is toiling in the
bowels of the earth. We find here talk of
prosperity, whercas there is a great deal of
poverty among the people. Paragraph 7 of
the Speeeh refers to mining. One could:
easily believe that the paragraph had been
lifted bodily from the journal of the Cham-

ber of Mines. I-have frequently seen gimilar
paragraphs in that publication At the pre-
gent time, when the miners are before the
Arpitration Court for an inerease of wages,
this particular paragroph in the Speech is
gsomewhat suggestive, The Chamher of
Mines employs clever officers, well able to
present their side of the question to the
-public in $nch a manner that those who do
not know the actual position might easily be
misled. For years past the erwhas been that
the mines are unprofitable. At an earlier
date that ery was confined to the poorer
mines. Eighteen years ago it was commonly
reported that the Associated mine was about
to be closed down bheecause of its imability to
pay any increase-in wages. The mine offi-
cials pot up a good ease for their side of the
question, and maity people believed that the
mine would  really have to close down.
Curiounsly enough, that mine-is still going;
despite the presenf high cost of mining re-
quisites. I am sorry the Minister for Mines
is not in his seat. He is a frequent absentee
from the Chamber. J would suggest that, in
view of the mew fields that have been dis-~
covered, great care should be exercised in
the inspection of mining properties. Tt will
be in the interests not only of the miners
but of the companies and of the State to
gee that in the early stages of a property
‘mining is earried on in a proper manner. We
c¢an see on the poldfields to-day the resulfs
of loose methods in the pioneering stages.
A number of mines which have been eclosed
down would be still going if They had been
developed along sound lines. Then there is
the question of shrinkage stopes. In one
mine, the Perseverance, the stopes were
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emptied of. their ore and then left wide open,
with the result that tributers cannot work
in those parts of the mine to:day because it
is too dangerous. The Mines Act should con-
tain a provision compelling mining ecom-
panies in emptying stopes of that kind to
see that they are properly filled up., A mine,
even if the eompany working it have fin-
ished with it, is still State property, and it
should be left safe for future working, In
the mine to which I refer there are hundreds
of thouvsands of tons of ore which eould be
mined now if it were not for the danger of
the stopes. The question of deep boring
hag repeatedly come before this House,
aund T have advocated it. on various ocea-
siong. The Minister for Mines announced
recently his intention to go in largely /for
deep boring at the southern end of the
Golden Mile, There was at one time a pro-
posal to form a company for that purpose,
and it was said that the Government were
prepared to assist the company. The great
tieed ig to establish, by deep boring, the con-
tinuance of the Golden Mile towards Hamp-
ton Plains. I regret that there has not been
a company formed to take up the leases at
the north end of the Golden Mile. Enow-
ledge which I have obtained from men who
have worked at the north end satisfies me
that there are good, or almost certain, pros-
pects thete. There can be no doubt that
various propositions in that part of the field
are worthy of development.” Unfortunately
the business people and investors who were

-in a position to subscribe for shares in the

project neglected to do so. In my opinion
they made a mistake. Had they carried the
project through' at the time it was moocted,
they would have had the prospeet of getting
many shows taken up at the time of the
boom. T regret the Government have not
aystematically explored that country by deep
boring. The finding of any decent mine
would have recouped the State amply for its
outlay, There is a matter I wish to men-
tion regarding the registration of leases.
In that connection there has heén a
good deal of trouble on. new fields.
Progpectors discovering new shows have been
unable to register promptly owing to the
difficulty of getting to the office of the min:
ing registrar, with the resnlt that oceasion-
ally other men Have come along and pegged
the same ground, thus causing a good deal
of irritation, and al3o considerable delay in
the development of one of the finest pieces
of gold-bearng country knmown te me. The
law should he amended so as to give the
outback prospector, who is distant from the
registrar’s office, fuller protection than he
has at the present time, I have repeatedly
mentioned the advisableness of agpointing
what T may term a lease ranger on new
rushes. I spoke on this matter during the
diseussion of the Mines Estimates last ses-
sion. On several new rughés that I know of
peaple pegged all over the ecoumntry, It
would be beneficial to everyone comeerned if
an officer in the nature of a lease ranger
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were appointed to take note of peggings
and to advise new arrivals as to what ground
was available and what ground had already
been pegged. Mueh confusion has been caused
in the past owing to the want of smeh an
officer, though I do not say that the con-
fusion' was due to any evil intentions on the
part of the peggers. Had there heen 2
lease ranger available, the confusion and ill-
feeling which were created would have been
avoided; and, besides, it would have been
‘better for ‘the State itself, because more
leases would have been taken up in likely
localities, and thus the industry would have
-been stimulated. I hope my suggestion wiil
not now be regarded as having been made
“too late. There will be further diseoveries,
and then an officer of the kind I .have men-
tioned will be able to assist prospectors. 1T
wonld also like to suggest to the Govern-
ment- that there should be anunual inspee-
tion of miners and especially of those in deep
workings. In 1911 Dr. Cumipston, from whom
®¢ have an interesting speech in this meorn-
ing’s newspaper, made an examination
of the workers on the - Golden Mile, and
diseovered that 33 per cent. of the miners
working on machines suffered from miner's
phthisis, and 28 per cent. of those employed
on dry erushing plants. This information
came as a shoek fo many people. Certainly
there cught to be an annual inspection by
an independent doctor. to let the eountry
know exactly what is the state of health at
the varions mines. Doctors generally have
now become so used to miners suffering from
phthisis that they teke very little notice of
it until the disease reaeches such a stage that
they have to advise the sufferer to quit the
mining industry, One good regult of an in-
. dependent amnual inspection would be that
the miners would receive timely warning
to leave the industry, and in such cases the
Government should do something on the
lines of what is being doene for the returned
goldiers. The Government should assist those
winers to geo in for farming, which would
be hetter for-their health. Let me warn the
Government that wmdoubtedly a great deal
of miner’s phthisis iz due to the dry erush-
ing plants,. Now that new fields are likely
to be opened, the Mines *Act should contain
a provision forbidding companies to erect
dry ecrushing plants. New Zealand any
years ago decided to make the erection of dry
erushing plants illegal. That prohibition
was thought at the time to be impractie-
‘able of enforcement. However, the law was
enforced; and I understand there' are now
no dry crushing- plants in New Zealand. The
same position eould be established in this
State, and I shall regret it extremely if the
Government permit any more dry crushing
plants to be erected on our geldfields. Tt is
true that the Minister for Mines has visited
the mew discoveries on two separate ocea-
gions, but I am of opinion that mining and
the ‘mineral resources of this State are of
.guch vast importance that the Mines port-
folio should occupy the full attention of one
Minister. In the Mines Department there

.tests all round the Chamber.
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is any amount of work for a Minister to do,
and for the life of me I camnot see how
the present Minister for Mines is able to con-
trol four or five different departments; .he
is Minister for Mines, Minister for Rail-
ways, Minister for Police, Minister for In-
dustries, and sevéral other things as well, I
consider the Minister- should personally visit
the different mining fields—not only the
goldmining fields, but also the iron
and manganese districts. The Government
speak of encouraging immigration. The
history of the Anstralian States shows that
it is gold-mining that attracts population,
The member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Angwin) has stated that at present
it is almost impossible to secure immigrants
from Britain, where the conditions are
better than possible immigrants would ob-
tain in Awustralia. They will not come to
Ausftralia while present wages and condi-
tions continme in Britain. 1 believe that if
goldmining were -booming now, we would
experience a state of affairs somewhat simi-
lar to that which prevailed in Victoria
about the middle of the last cemtury, and
here in the npineties. A mining revival
wounld, I belisve, attraet population morev
quickly than anything else would. Turn-
ing to the new finds, I believe that the St.
Ives and Mt, Monger disiriets, which are
pitnated in the Kanowns electorate, will-
develop several good shows; and the same
may be said of Hampton Plains. Possibly
I know more of the 3t. Ives field than other
members of the House, as I haveé spent a
week at a time on that field. I bhelieve it
will prove one of the best fields this State
has known, apavt of course from Kalgoor-
lie. I do not wish to boom any particular
show, but I think the Ives Reward iy going
to turn up tramps. It is developing very
well indeed at the present time. The same
may be said of the Coo-¢e mine in the Jubi-
lee group. In faet, in that loeality there
are several very promising shows., They
are distributed over an area six miles long
by two miles broad, and the State will be
very unfortunaté if quite a namber of good
mines are not developed in an area of that
extent, ‘Next, T wish to refer to the in-
crease in railway fares and freights. The
Government did@ wrong, I consider, in not
taking Parliament into their confidence on
thizs snbject, instead of waiting until the
Houses weni into recess and then raising
fares and freights. The Minister for Rail-
ways has said that there has been no pro-
test against the inecreage. DBut thig is the
first opportunity we have had of.making a
protest. Moreover, there have been pro-
The increases
would not be so objectionable if the Gov-
ernment had been right up against it and
had bad no other ‘means of raising revenue.
But at that time the tawation of-unim-
proved land values was advoeated by the

.farmers and setflers, and the Legislative

Council had earried a resolution that in the
interests of the State there shonld be taxa-
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tion of unimproved land values in order to
relieve railway fares and freights. .Nine
days before the House rose the Minjster
for Railways, on thé 26th November, 1919,
- said— .
I have not consulted the Government
in this, but it is as well that I should state
my opinion.
Thia remark will be found in “Hansard,”
page 1724, I do not believe the statement
of the Minister was correct, and T do not
know whether it was a false statement or
merely something that the Minister might
call political dighonesty. :

The Premier: You can bave access to the
files. ’ .

Mr. LUTEY: Either the Minister for
Railways or the Minister for Agriculture is
telling a falsehood.

The Premier; I do mot think you have
any right to say that.

Mr. LUTEY: The Minister for .Agricnl-
ture informed the Farmers’ and Settlers’
Gonference that Cabinet had for weeks
been considering the matter of raising fares.
and freights. Kither the Minister for Agri-
~cnlture was saying something which was
" false, or the Minister for Railways was
telling the House something that was false.

The Premier: We will give you access to
the files. )

Mr. LUTEY: Either one Minister or the
other has.made a false statement; I am not
prepared to say which it is.

The Premier: They will probably prove
that you are wrong. .

Mn LUTEY: Perhaps if the Minister
were here he would deny the statement he
made at the meeting of the farmers’ and
settlers that Cabinet had been econsidering
the matter for weeks. At all events, we
have two conflicting statements from two
responsible Ministers. Yt has been said
that the Governmeant should have comsulted
the House before raising freights and fares.
They had the opportunity to do so, for the
Honse. was praetically pledged to unim-
proved land values taxation in order to
relieve the fares and freights.

The Premier: That is the point, is it¢

Mr. LUTEY: Yes. There was no excuse
for the Government. I should like to
remind the farmers and settlers that if they
do not put on the statute-book an wnimproved
land values tax, and raise revenue in that
mauncr, there is no guaranted that the Gov-
ernment will not make a further increase in
freights and fares. I believe it is at the
hack of their minds to do that. Ged help the
farmers and settlers and the producers after
the next eleetion. -

Mr. Johnston: An increase has been fore-
easted already.

Mr. LUTEY:

"The Premier:
easy way out.

Mr. Johnston:
a start.

Yes.
The farmers suggest a very

We suggest economy for

" relieved the primary producers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LUTEY: T should like some Minister
to give us the truth of this matter.

Mr. Pickering: Do you say we were
pledged to an unimproved land tax$

Mr., LUTEY: The hon. member’s party
affirmed the principle, but I do not know how"
much they wanted. If a conference affirmed
a principle T should feel bound to advocate
that principle before the House. The St.
George’s-terrace farmer will have to work
solidly. There was a time when_the Govern-

‘ment had the opportunity to raise revenue if

they had wished to do so.

Mr. Johnston: Conferences have affirmed
many prineiples which have not been brought
forward. :

Mr. LUTEY: The Government could have
obtained revenue from other sources and a0
Some 19
years ago the Ivanhoe Progress Committee
endeavoured to prevail upon the Government
to put sidings mlong the Brownhill loop
line, especially on the Ivanhoe crossing.
They failed, however, to pursuade the Gov-
ernment to study the convenience of the
travelling public in this way, After this
lapse of time we find that the Government
have now put in the sidings, and I compliment
them upon the step they have faken, I re-
gret that it was not done many years ago,
for it would have put into the coffers of the
State many thousards of pounds, which have
gone to private tramway eompanies, Further-
more, the result of the delay has been that
the popunlation, instead of remaining close to
the railways, has movéd out along the tram--
way routes; gud the probability is that the
State will never obtain that amount of pas-
senger traffie which would have been ob-
tained if the siding had been erected when
the suggestion was first made. Shelter sheda .
should alse be erected at the half-way, and
some of the other more populous centres. In
the heat of summer it is awkward for women
and children to- have to stand out in the
broiling sun, and it is similarly awkward in
the winter when the weather is wet, I hope
the Government will ereet shelter sheds in
these particular localities. The Government
have announced that they have called for
tenders for three oil-driven motor engines. I
hope when these arrive that the Government
will _give them a trial on the Browunhill loop
line. Posgibly no other line in the State
would be more snitable for such a trial than
this line, and their use on this line will
popularise it and be of benefit to the State.

The Government should take steps to
popularise and get more revemune from
that line. Owing to the concessions that

‘have been given to the wocdline people, very

little revemue is at present derived from it.
Practically all the traffic goes round the other
way, and the Kurrawang Woodline Company
gets the benefit of it instead of the State,
Our railways could be popularised in many
directions. Outside the Flinders-street Rail-
way station, Melbourne, are dials indicating
to the public the time when trains wili de-
part for the various centres. In Perth the
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travelling public are afforded pé such faeili-
ties. If dials of this nature were erected in
front of the verandah, outside the Perth
-railway station, the travelling public wonld
be able to see at some considerable distance
the time of departure of the trains to those
centres to which they desire to travel. In-

- side the station there are imdicators, buf ome .

has to go inside in order fo see them. I hope
the Minister for Raliways will logk into this
small matter, and see Whether the conveni-
ence of the public caunot be studied in this
way. I also hope that if further railway
carriages are built they will be built with
sliding doors, such as are used on, the sib-
urban railway syster of Vietoria. The other
day a lady on the Perth railway station re-
celved a nasty knock on the elbow through a
carringe door flying open. It is dangerous
for the public to Lave the carriage doors

- opening in the manner they do.on our local
trains.
to introduce the sliding ‘door system here.
The Minister for Railways has intimated that
there will be another Fise in freights and
fares. The inerease was not necessary last
time. If the Government wished to raise
revenue they had means of doing so without
this extra impost wpon our primary pre-
dueers, but this is not their policy, hecause it
is not suitable to the farmers who live in the
metropolitan area, the men who own the large
properties. They are really the people who
are opposed to unimproved land valnes taxa-
tion. That form of taxation has my support.
I have seen examples of the monopolisation
of land in this State as well as the_ other
States, and I hope that something "will be
done in this direction in the near future, al-
thouglh one can hardly expect it of this Gov-
ernment.

* I am sure it wonld receive the whole-hearted
support of this site of the House.

The Premier: I am afraid the su_liport
would not be quite sufficient.

Mr. LUTEY: 1T believe a case can be
made out, if Ministers wish, that will con-
vinge even. the doubting members of the
Country party.

- Mr. Pickering: Tt wonld fequire 2 strong
case. - .

Mr. LUTEY: I believe they would be
co_nymced_, and that they would go out- as
migsionaries amongst the farmers, even if
they had to call 2 special conference of the
primary producers to reconsider -the matter.

The Premier: - You pay your share on the
wnalienated land?

Mr. LUTEY: T do not own any. That
belongs to the State. I am in favour of
muimproved land values tasation. T have
Leen herc for 24 years, and know the evils

of land monopoly, In the early days a Mr.

Bunbury, . from whom is taken the name of
the ‘port in the Sonth-West, landed there with
his servants, his chattels, his farming imple-
ments and the rest of if, with the intention
of taking up land and settling in Bunbury
as a baron of the soil.

~—

I hope that it will be found possible

If it were brought forward here’
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Mr. Pickering: Don’t you think he de-
served to get land?

The Premier: He did not get a big area
of land. -

Mr. LUTEY: What happened in his case
was that his servants teok up the land; and
did very well out of it. His servants ‘are now
the backbone of Bunbury, and even the late
Lord Forrest’s father was one of the re-
tainers of the late Mr. Bunbury.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr. LUTEY: Before tea I was referring
to the questian of imposing taxation on un-
improved land values. The other evening
the Minister for Mines gtated by way of in-
terjection that such a land tax had nothing to
do with railway finance. I for one camnot
understand how he arrived at that conclu-
sion. I counsider that it i3 "bound up with
railway finance, When we remember that
something like £672,000 has to be paid by
way of interest -on borrowed money every’
year, money which has been expended to
¢onstruct those lines -amd ¢reate the values
and the umearned increrient in the cily as
well as in the conntry, I think it Will be ad- .
mitted that  taxation of unimproved land
values is the proper source from which to
get revenue to pay such interest at least.
We are told that there is some 20 million

- pounds worth of unimproved land values in

Western Australia, though I believe there
is more. If a tax of 6d. in the pound were
imposed it would bring in a revenwe of
£500,000 to the Treasury. The Minister for
Works looks shocked at the suggestion of a
tax of 6d. in the pound, but I for one would
advocate it right away. The time has come
when the land monopolists, not so much in
the country as in the city; should pay for
the values which have been ereated, and of
which they have beeén reaping the benefit
for many years. Let us take, for instance, -
the Duke of Westminster, the richest land-
lord .in England. .

The Premier: We will tax him if you like,
Mr. LUTEY: Hundreds of years ago the
Duke of Westminster was granted “about
600 acres in what is now Westminster and,
right down throngh the -ages, the people of
Great Britain and its dependencies have °
been contributing indirectly to the wealth

of the Duke of Westminster. )

Mr. Underwood: All right, tax him,

Mr. LUTEY: Unearned increments have -
been created by the workers and the great
mass of the community has not reaped the.
benefit:

The Minister for Works: Do you kuoew
there dre many road boards which will not
rate at more than 1d. in the pound?

Mr. Underwood: What about the Federal
taxy | )

Mr. LUTEY; The exemption under the
Federal law is £5,000.

" Mr. Underwood: That would not affect the
Duke of Westminster,
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Mr. LUTEY: I am not concerned about
the Duke of Westminster now. '

. Mr, Underwgod: Youn were, guite recently.
" Mr. LUTEY: I quoted him only to show
what might oecur in Australia if we were
all like the membher for Pilbara. I would
not be surprised if before long the Federal
exemption was struck out. JIf the State
Government will not impose an adequate tax
on upimproved land values, I would wel-
come action by the Federal Government in
this direction. The Minister for Works
need not look so cross.

The Minister for Works: I am not eross;
I am only astonished.

Mr. LUTEY: Last session, when the Gov-
eroment were absolutely poverty-stricken,
they increased the railway fares and freights
throughout the State. They could have
raised the additional money required
throngh the medium of an unimproved land
tax, but they would not take advantage of
this opportunity. The Government had a

. majority in this House, and another place
had passed a motion affirming that it was in
the beat interests of the country that such
taxation should be imposed. If the Govern-
ment pepsist in refusing to introduce this
form of taxation, T should like to see the
Pederal Government strike out their exemp-
tion altogether., The Premier told us the
other evening that the Government were buy-
ing land for the soldiers. If an adequate
tax on unimproved values were imposed,
those .people whe are holding up the land
for speculative purposes would either use it
or sell it at 4 fair valuation, and the soldiers
would be able to get farms at a reagonable
price.

The Premier: So they are, )

Mr. LUTEY: Then the price would bhe
more reasonable.

The Minister for Works: Yes, if whole-
sale rebbery were resorted teo.

Mr, LUTEY: The Premier, while travel-
Jling in South Australia, probably noticed the
-soldiers’ holdings along the railway line, The
South Australian Government paid about £7
an acre for that land. If there had not been
& railway, which railway had been built on
borrowed money on which the whole of the
people.of the State have to pay interest, that
Jand would uot have been worth more than
£1 an acre, whereas the soldier has to pay £7
an acre. 'These values should belong to the
community as a whole, 4

Mr. Underwood: What would it cost to
elear that land?

Mr. LUTEY: I am speaking .of unim-
proved land valwes taxation. If a farmer
had £1,000 worth of uwnimproved land and
spent £4 an acre on clearing, fencing, and
other improvements, he wonld be liable, under
this scheme of taxation, to pay on only the
£1,000 value, That is a fair propesition. If
the farmer paid 6d. in the pound en land of
a value of £1,000 it would not amount to
much, compared with what he pays in
freights to get his products to market.

Mr, Johnston: The tax should be more
than the land rent.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr., LUTEY: Taxation on unimproved
values would benefit the farmers. The
opposition comes chiefly from St. George's-
-terrace farmers, not from the men who are
actually engaged on the soil. -

Mr. Pickering: You would not say that
those who attended the conference were St.
George ’s-terrace farmers?®
are -’

Mr. LUTEY: A large number
interested in the e farming industry,
and strings can .be pulled, and I be-

lieve were pulled, for months beforehand,
in order to get annulled the. prin-
«¢iple which had been affirmed by the
farmers and settlers at their previous con-
ference. ' I have been informed that the land
monopelists in the city were particularly
keen that the farmers and settlers should re-
seind the resolution in faveur of thiz form
of taxation. They realised that they them-
selves were the people who would be hit by
guch taxation, not the genuine farmer who
uses his land and does not hold it for specu-
lative purposes. I have been asked by the
party Whip to cut_my remarks as short as
possible, but there are just one or two other
matters to which I wish to refer. We have
complained for years about the charge for
meter rents, and it is time the people on the
goldfields whe have been paying this tax
since the inception of the water scheme,
were relieved from 3t. True, the Minister
allows excess water to an equivalent
amount, 1 know of people in receipt of
pensions who have to pay this meter rent.
One is a widow with eight children receiv-
ing assistance from the State Charities De-
partment, Such people at any rate should
be relieved from what is recognised as an
unjust charge, _

The Minister for Works: Why not bring
those particular cases hefére mef -

Mr. LUTEY: I could bring a number of
them before the Minister. Tf he will tell me
that people in receipt of charity through no
fault of their own——

The Minister for Works: T will inquire
into every case, but I cannot act on any ex
parte statement, :

Mr. LUTEY: The member for Katanning
(Mr. Thomsoen) referred to the progress of
aviation. Xt will not be many years before
this form of transport will be popular in
‘Western Australia. .

The Minister for Works: Have not you
formed a unien for the employees yet?

Mr. LUTEY: No, but I have been think-
ing that probably Brearley or somecne e&lse
will be wanting to monopolise the air. Ae-
cording to a statement recently made by Mr.
Chnrehill, the Allies had taken over 18,000
-aeroplanes from Germany, and had destroyed
a large number of them. He said that Eng-
land had built 300 new aeroplanes while
Germany was building 60. T cannot see any
reason why the State Govermment should not
apply for some of these acroplames for use
in Western Australin. Numbers of onr
soldiers made names for themselves as avia-
ters, and I believe it would be easy to get



some of these machines and give our men a
chance to earn a livelihood. It would be of
immense sdvantage to the State if we ‘could
provide faeilities of this description to bridge
the space between the settled areas and the
remote parts of the Sfate. For a consider-
able time past we have heard it rumoured
that there is to be a Federal convention.
" If sueh a convention is held ¥ hope that the
representatives of Western Australia will
be eélected by the people instead of by
Parliament.

Mr. Underwood: You have no confidence
. in_Parliament.
"Mr. LUTEY: I certainly think that, with
the general elections coming off in a few
months’ time, the representatives of Western
Australia at the Federal convention should
ke elected by the people.

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [7. 47] It is
not surprising -to me that the speech de-
livered by His Exeellency contains very little.
As’a matter of fact, I have failed to notice
any difference whatever between His Excel-
leney’s speech and those delivered by his
‘predecessors. The Governor’s speech is used
by the Government of the day in an en:
deavour to impress Parliament and the people
-of the State with the belief that the ad-

ministration is in safe hands, and that no,

 change is desirable. Hon. mewmbers do not
need reminding that. His Exeellency is in no
way responsible for the compilation of the
Speech with which Parliament is opened; but
is merely the mouthpiecee of Ministers. The
general pubhc, perhaps, are not so well aware
of this.
Hon, W. C. Angwin: I think they know
pretty well.
Mr. MULLANY: The outst:mdmg feature
of the Speech is the impression it gives that,
notwithstanding we are told we have stable
administration, and that confidence has been
restored to the people, yet the snnual defieit
is still there, and has been inereased during
the " past 12 months to a greater extent than
in any previous 12 months. Other members,
-possibly more competent than I, have eriti-
cised the Government and pointed out that
the deficit is continually growing. I do not
intend to go into detail, but the Minister
for Mines, as chief spokesman for the Gov-
ernment, has endeavoured to explain the
reagons for the drift during the past 12
months. To a large extent he was on sound
ground when he pointed out that the loss
on-the railwars was largely due to inereased
wages under an award of the Arbitration
. Court.

the general public do not pay sufficient atten-
tion when he said that the largely increased
cost of ecommodities affects the administration
of the State as a whole in mueh the same
way as it affects all of ns in our own house-
holds. Whilst agreeing with the Minister
for Mines on that point; I think he failed
to prove to the satisfaction of members that
due care and thonght has been given to,
and sufficient check kept upon, the expendi-
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ture in the various departments. . On the

‘contrary, [ think the Minister’s speech proved

that on almost every oceasion the Govern-
ment are prepared to accept the decision “of
the heads of departments as to what expendi-
ture is necessary.

The Minister for Works: Oh dear, no.

Mr. MULLANY: At all events that is my
opinion. While responsible Ministers are
prepared to accept the decision of" depart-
mental heads in matters. of expenditure, the
deficit will always be with us, and the rev-
enue will never meet the expenditure. I am
not speaking in any carping spirit, nor do
I suggest the existence of anything dishon-
ourable, but I think the replies given by the
Minister for Railways to questions asked by

the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson) concern-

He touched upon a point to which -

ing the aequiring of a printing machine from

‘the “‘Sunday Times”’ Company eight vears

ago, and its recemt disposal, clearly proved
that Ministers are not keeping sufficient cheek
on matters of this sort. The member for Cue
asked what price had been paid for the Hoe
printing machine, and for what sum it had
been seld; and- the Minister replied that the
machine had been acquived from the ‘“Sun-
day Times’' Company by the Railway De-
partment in 1812 it a eost of £5,800 and had
recently been resold td the same edmpany
for £500. There is too great a discrepancy
betweer those figures, The Miniater, holding
out the file, declared that ng member of the
Cabinet had known anything about the sale
of the machine to the ‘'Sunday Times’’
Campany vntil the t{ransaction was com-
pleted. © I say that Ministers should have
known all about . T am not suggesting
that there is anything wrong in the trans-
action, At the same time how did this huge
discrepancy oceur? We know that the cost
of all commedities, particularly machinery,
has increased enormously durmg the past
eight years,

The Minister for Works:
130 per cent.

Mr. MULLANY: Hag this deal been fair
to the State? Either far too mmeh was paid
for the machine when it was taken over, or,
alternatively; it- was resold to the company
at far too low a price.

The Minister for Works:
obsolete. o :
Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not think it is

obsolete.

Mr, MULLANY: The Minister for Rail-
ways explained that advertisements offering
this machine for sale were inserted in wany
newspapers in Anstralia in 1912. But he
did not tell us that_any attempt had been
made to dispose of the machine since that
date; indeed, he boasted that Ministers knew-
nothing aboyt it. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways bas very great powers, almost supreme
powers, in the carrying on of the business

By pretty well

The ‘machine is
"’

-of the railways; but as redgonablé men we -

-in the dusposa] of

eanndt be expected to accept the theory that,
overnment property ae-
quired in the way this machine was acquired,
thie Commissipner, of Railways should be the
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sole judge.
known all about it. -

Hon. P. Collier: The fact that the Com-
inigsioner afterwards submitted the transac:
tion for the approval of the Minister shows
that the Minister’s approval waa necessary.

My, MULLANY:
against anyone, but I eay that if depart-
mental heads are to be permitted to deal
with the property of the people of the State,
the defieit will always be with us, ‘\Iost
members have read the poen entitled ‘*The
Man with the Hoe.’’ Some years ago a
prominent American artist painted a picture
illustrating the subject of that poem. I bLe-
lieve the orviginal picture was destroyed in
the earthguake at San Francisco. Many
members of this Assembly have seen Tepro-
ductions of that pieture, and know that in
 the countenance of the only figure in the
picture, the man holding the hoe, 2all the
worries and iniseries of the world are con-
centrated. But T think that if the artist
who painted that picfure were asked to paint
another picture, oue illustrating the feelings
of the man who now has possession of that
Hoe machine, he would lend a very different
expression to the countenance.

Mr. Johnston: It iy the taxpayer who will
wear the look of woe and misery.

Mr, MULLANY:
the member for Cue is satisfied with the re-
ply he has réceived; but, without making
any charge against anybody, I certainly
. think this matter sheuld be further inquired
into so that the House and the couniry may
have some idea of how the administration
-of public affairs is Carried on. The discrep-
an¢y is top great between £5800 for a
machine eight years ago, and £3500 for the
game machine to- -day.

-Mr. Teesdale: 'The Government offered
- the machine everywhere.

Mr. MULLANY: I do not know whether
they did. Ingmiry wounld probably disclose
that

Mr. O'La hleu It is eight years ago sinee
the Government offercd the machine,

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Foley) took the
Chair.]

Mr. MULLANY: Further inqniry is' neces-
sary to discover whether the assessors of
eight years ago who put the price of £5,800
on the machine .are wrong, or whethér the

people are wrong who now dispose of the.

same machine at the seemingly ridiculons
price of £500, at which, the Minister for
Rzu]ways assures us, it has been sold. Turn-
ing new to the deficit, I consider that the
time has arrived when all members of this
Assembly, irrespective of party, should face
the position fairly and squarely. To
trace the history of our present very
large deficit, it had its bhirth or
origin or start in 1912; that i, as far
as the official figures tell wns, I am
quite prepared to admit that official figures
are not always accurate; but, so far as we

1 say that Ministers should have

I am making no charges

I do not know whether

[ABSEMBLY.] .

can See now, the deficit started in 1912
under the a(lnnmst.ratmn of the present
Minister for Mines and Railways, who was
then Premier .and Treasurer in the Labour
Government. During the first few months
of his Premiership the hon. gentleman had
the nickname “Happy Jack” applied to him.

Not long afterwards, on aceount of the
finances continuing to go backward, the
term: *#Gone-a-Million Jack” was applied to
the then Premier and present Mimister for
Mines and Railways. Things went on, and
in 1916 a change of Government accurred,
largely through membérs then sitting in
Opposition atiacking the administration of
the Tabour Government and charging them
with incapacity to cdontrol the finances of
the State, The late Hon. Frank Wilson
thereupon took office as head of a Liberal
Ministry, but still the deficit continued to

grow, It continued to grow. steadily under
the adlministration of the Liberal Govepn-

ment. Then, in 1917, owing to various
causes, among them the strenuons times
which we were then experiencing & and
through which we arve still passing, a
Nationalist Government came jnto power
with 8ir Henry Lefroy as Premier. And
still. the deficit continued to grow. Last
vear weé had another change of Govern-
ment, when the man who had refused to
take any part in the  Nationalist Govern-
ment, who stood absolufely out becausé he
could not get guite all that he desired, was-
mude Premier and Treasurer. - Here we are
at the stage when the present Premier took
office. Notwithstanding that we bave in
power the member for Northam, who we are
assured has restored the confidence of the
people, the deficit continues fo grow.

It reminds me of the old song which de-
scribed 2 man whoe had a very strong
growth of hair upon his face, and whose

whislkers continned to grow all the time, no

matter wkat he did, or how he attempied
to clip them. The deficit seems to grow
just like that man’s whiskers grew; and

unless we are prepared to sit down and
think of some way out, the defieit will
entangle the State in such a way that
eventually we shall be overwhelmed by it.
The special point I wish fo make is that
the time has gone by when any party capi-
tal should be made ocut of the condition of
onr finances. In the first place we had a
true blue, if T may so term it, Labour Gov-
ernment, under whose a.dmlmstla.tmn the
present "deficit first appeared.  Following
them, we had what may be termed a true
blue Liberal Government; and still the
defieit continued to grow. Therenpon we
had the Nationalist Government under Sir
Henry Lefroy-and the defieit continued to
grow under that administration. To-day we
have a Government under the Ileadership
of the member for Northam. I do not know
quite what term of deseription to apply to
that Government, but still the deficit con-
tinues to grow. So that, even from a party
point of view, no Government is more
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blamable than another; and we members of
this Assembly must be prepared——.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: No Government is
miore blamable than another, with this ex-
ception, that one Government was refused
taxation, while another Government was
granted it.

Mr. MULLANY: That i quite so, but I
am not going to set about illustrating what
one Government did or another Govern-
.ment did. I do not think the country is
very much interested:-in what one Govern-
ment did or another Government did. The
fact that iz plain to-day is that under
every form of sdministration that is con-
ceivable under the party system, uwnder
every change of Govermment that we have
been able to think of, the finances have
gone back and are still -going back. We
have arrived at a stage Wheg party should
Do longer come in, when we must face the
position and endeavour to find a way out of
the State’s financial diffieulties. So far as
this debate has proceeded, there has not
been vary mmeh eriticism  even from the

'Opposition benches, and certainly there has .

been no undue eriticism; of the action of
the Government with regard fo the financ-
" ing of the deficit. But, as a sort of inter-
lnde to the Address-in-rgply debate, the
leader of the Opposition, upen the second
reading of the Supply Bill which was in-
troduced by the Premier, tock what is, at
all events in my experience of this Cham-
ber, the somewhat unusual course of dis-
cusging that Sapply Bill at considerable
length. He was perfectly justified in doing
-0, absolutely within his rights in doing se.
But the point of the criticism which the
leader of the Opposition directed at the
present Government was that he had some
doubt whether the House should grant the
supply asked for, in view of the fact that
the Government had extended a Btate trad-
ing concern and for that purpose had spent
money withont the avthority of Parliament.
The leader of the Opposition knows per-
fectly well that the Labour Governmeént of
which he was a member did. exactly the
same thing. But the speeial point which

the bhoun, gentleman endeavoured to make

wag that the Labour Government had been
very severely, and perhaps unfairly, eriti-
cizged for their unaunthorised expenditure.
He sought, and as T think successfully, to
conviet the present Governmeni of incon-
sisteney inasmuch as they had done the
very thing for which they, when sitting in
Opposition, had condemned the Scaddan
Government.
cism of the leader of the Opposition was
perfectly just.. But where I think the hon.
gentleman failed was in that hs  did not
express an opinion, and so far as-T am
aware he has not up to now expressed an
opinion, whether the action of the present
Government and also the aetion of the
Scaddan Government . in  appropriating
money, in one e¢ase for purchasing sawmills,
-in the other case for purchasing steamers,

-

Tp to- that point the criti- -
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. .
wag constitutional or nof, "I say again that
the time has gone past when this Chamber
should be used, as it has been used for the
lagt eight or 10 years, simply for electioneer-
ing purposes. It was so used by members
now occupying the Treasury bench, and it
is now heing so used by those sitting in
Opposition; and the ecountry is “suffering
at the present time.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a poor old argu-
ment. I admitted that the expenditure of
the money was not unconstitutional. If
the hon. member.will read my speech in
“Ignsard,” he will find that admissjion
there. - .

Mr. MULLANY: I listened to the speech,
but I did not hear that statement.

Hon. P. Collier: I said I did not agree
that the action was unconstitutional, I
merely contrasted the two actions.

Mr, MULLANY: Quite so. I did not
quite fellow the hon. member in that. He
made the point that the present Government
had done exactly what they had condemned
when it was' done by the Labour Govern-
ment. - - -

Hon, P. Collier: That was the point of-
my argument. !

Mr, MULLANY, I am pleased to have
that expression of opinion from the leader of
the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier:
will find it there. .

Mr. MULLANY: I am pleased to hear
that. I mmust have missed that statement
while listening to the hon. member’s speech.
Tiirning now to--the mining industry, let me
refer to paragraph T of the Governor’s
8peech. The leader of the Opposition has al-
ready criticised that paragraph, and to a cer-
tain extent 1 agree with his critieism, The
paragraph reads— ° )

The position of the mining industy—

which has played and is playing so big a

part in the affairs of the State—is oe-

casioning my advisers serious considera-

Tt ig in “‘Hansard.’'' You

tion. - Difficulties have arisen amongat
the mines - chiefly “responsible for the
~—State’s large gold production. The ex-

ploitation "of the lower levels of ‘these
mines has been attended by increased costs
and lower values, whilst the secarcity of
labour and the shortage of and high price
of fuel are causing anxiety. The declining
prentium on gold is a factor that also has
to be taken into aceount. These matters
are receiving the attention of the Gov-
ernment with a view to ascertaining what
steps may -be taken towards keeping down
the costs of the requirements of this and
other industries.
I want to know whether that paragraph eon- -
veys all that we are going to get to assist the
mining -industry?, The paragraph tells us
that ‘‘the position of the mining industry is
oceasioning my advisers serious comsidera-
tion:’’ Why, T remember perfectly well that
we—other members -anid myself—as far
back as three years ago, did our ntmost
to point out fo the Government then
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in  power the serious position of the
mining industry of this State. We pointed
out then that the extremely high cost of com-
modities was hampering the great industry
which has done so much for Western Aus-
tralia. We have it in the Governor’s Speech
that the position is eausing his advisers seri-
ous cousideration, Have we not got to the
stage when the country should be told what
the Government propose to do to get over
this most seriois state of affairs? Have the
Government really given the matter any
consideration, or is it simply a platitnde in
the Speech? I regret that the Minister for
Mines had mnot something to say, when ad-
dressing the House, as to the nature of this
serious consideratoné TUpon what lines are
the Government considering, and what do
they intend to do to assist the gold wining
industry? I do not agree with the conten-
tion of the leader of the Opposition and the
member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie), who
have taken the view that this partienlar
paragraph in the Speech has simply been put
there to influence the judge in the Arbitra-
tion Court in a case that is now coming onm,
That was a narrow-minded and petty sort of
view to take, and one that is certainly not
worthy of the leader of the Opposition, That
the position is serious there can be no doubt.
I would tell the Government that but for the
premium on gold, the price of which was
fixed for so long at, I think £4 2s 6d. an
ounce, and is now £5 13s. according to the
latest reports, gold mining would practie-
ally cease in this State. There is, indeed,
no guarantee that this inerease in the price
of gold will continue to hold good. Something
very much more than thiz platitude, that the
position is giving the Administrators of the
Stiate serious consideration, is needed.

Hoen. P. Collier: It is worrying the Min-
ister for Mines very mueh, I am sure.

Mr. MULLANY: We want something
more than that if the gold mining industry
is to be kept going. We have had references
to the developments at the new goldfield at
Mt. Monger. I have no idea as to the valne of
this field. Tt is some 30 miles east of Kal-
goorlie, Tm April last the Minigter for
Mines took a flying ¢isit to the field, and was
there two days in all. He visited Kalgoorlie,
as well as the new find at Hampton Plains
and Mt. Monger during those two days. He
ralurned to Perth, and we saw his report’ pub-
lished in the ‘‘West Australian.’’ The re-
port was headed, *‘Goldl mining,’’ *The new
fields,?’ *‘Minister for Aines impressed,®’
“4Mount Monger the best outside Kalgoor-
lie.’* This report was given after a two
days’ visit to those extensive fields which are
now being prospected and which the lease-
holders are endeavonring to open up.

Hon. P. Collier: He was at Mt, Monger
for about two hours.

My, MULLAXNY: His whole trip only
occupied two days. He visited Hampton
Plains and =211 round those fields on

that occasion, A gentleman holding such an
extremely responsible position as that of
Minister for Mines should have had a better
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grasp of the position, as it existed there, than
to have expressed any opinion as to whether
it was the best or the worst field ontside Kal-
goorlie. The sequel to that the Minister
should have foreseen. As a result of his
statement cables were sent to England.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I was there at the
time.

Mr. MULLAXY: The name of the Min-
ister for Mines was used there to boom this
new Mt. Monger goldfield. Whether that was
right or wrong, time alome will show. This
ig what the ‘*West Australian’’ reports as
having been said by the Minister:—

Speaking of his visit, the Minister said
yesterday that the general feeling in Kal-
goorlie was that there was to be an era of
progress within 2 radius of from 50 to
100 miles of Kalgoorlie. That was due in
his opinion in no small measure to the new
method of prospecting. Most of the fields
had been worked before, but fortumately
for those at present engaged on the arens
the work had been largely confined to the
leadlers and mot to the lode. ‘‘As to the
Mt, Mouger figld,’? the Minister continued,
“¢it certainly looks the best thing I have
seen outside Kalgoorlie, and impreszed me
very much regarding its possibilities. The
developments, of course, sre insufficient to
permit one to express a definite opinion,
but from instances of where holes have

*been sunk in the lodes, and from appear.
anees on the suface, to that extent, at
least, it seems to present the best prospect
of anything outside Kalgoorlie.”’

These remarks were boomed by those who

were interested, not only in the development
of legitimate shows at Mt. Monger, but by
those who were interested in outside blocks,
in the way of trying to induce the general

public to invest and specnlate’ in the M.,

Monger field.

Hen. P, Collier: That was to be expected
after a statement like that.

Mr. MULLANY: There i3 no question
about that. This, however, did not suit those
who were playing .the same game at Hamp-
ton Plains. They took umbrage at the boom-
ing of another field on the part of the Min-
ister, and they proceeded to get to work. A
few days afterwards we saw in the ‘‘West
Agstralian’’ the following: — ‘Mining
news,’? ‘‘MeCahon’s Great Hope,’’ ‘Mel-
bourne investors abandon option,’’ ‘A sen-
sational -cablegram,’’ ‘‘Kalgoorlie, April
26th.’* The article under these headings
contains the following:— .

The option held by Messrs. William Orr,
Gordon Lyon, and other Melbhourne inves-
tors on MecCahon's Great Hope lease at
Mt. Monger has been abandoned. This is
the mine spoken of so highly by the Mid-
ister for Mines (Mr. .J. Bearddan) in a re-
cent interview, and whieh, it is stated, was
featured with the Lass o' Govwrie in a sen-
sational eablegram: published by the au-
thority of the State Government in the
London Press a week ago. The valueg dis-
closed by the sampling of the option-hold-
ers’ representatives were much below those
hinted at by AMr. Seaddan. In fact, where
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ounces were snpposed to be in abundance
only a few dwis. were obtained.
. Hon. W. C. Apngwin: The Premier sent a
c¢able Home counteracting the effect of that.
o Mr. MULLANY: 1 am not concerned
about the effect, I want to deal with what

actually ocecurred in this State, and espeei-.

ally at Mt. Monger. Evidently, when the
Minister for Mines saw what a storm these
indiscreet remarks of his had raised, he be-
came panic stricken. He thought to hmlaelf
he would have to get out of this somehow,
and he would have a sampling of the Mt.
Monger field.  This accordingly was done.
‘The -Assistant Geologist, Mr. Blatchford,
was sent up to sample the field. I hap-
pened to be at Mt.'Monger ‘at the time. Ae-
" companying Mr. Blatebford -was the Chief
Mining Inspector of Kalgoorlie, Mr. Green-
ard, another imapector, Mr. Gourley, and an-
other inspector, Mr. Phoenix. They were
'sent out to sample whatever pothole they
- eonld find at Mt. Momger in these early
stages of its development, notwithstanding
that the Minister in the interview in Perth
_bad said that the developments there were so
small, and that so little had been done, that
no one could express a definite opinion as to
the value,
e}'pei'lence in prospecting, sampling and min-
. ing generally, T felt sorry that these depart-
mental officers were sent np on such an er-
rand. It is mot fair to the officials to ask
them to sample a series of potholes, covering
two or three miles of country, and make a
report upon the field generally,
Hon. P. Collier: And of course we got no
results,
Mr, MULLANY: That is so.
Hon. P. Collier: We could not expect any.
Mr. MULLANY; We did get a report of
a ccriain character and T have it Lere. It
says, ‘‘Mining development,’” ‘‘Result of
Government  sampling,’’ oy, Monger
‘values,”’ ‘“No present sign ofccontinuity,”’
That is the gist of the report, which also
<outaing a long. string of geological terms of
no practieal value to the everyday prospector,
let alone to the person wha has no minping
krowledge whatever. How could these offi-
cers expect to see any signs of ‘continuity
when the deepest shaff they were sampling
was 30ft. in depth. We have the sequel to
Ehat published in the ‘‘Daily News’’ to-
ay—

“‘Lass o’ Gowrie,"’
respondent of the ‘’Kalgoorlie Miner?’
writea: Developments on the Lass o’
Gowrie G,M. have been watched with eon-
siderable interest for some time.  Obrvi-
ously the policy adopted by the manage-

. ment, in the face of unwarranted adverse
. cnhclsm, has been to allow development
work to prove, on its merits, the continvity
at depth of the gold "deposits located on
the surface. The Assistant Mining En-
gineer’s official ‘‘opinion’’ that the gold
would mnot live down caused incaleulable
injury to the young field of Mt. Monger,
Geological reports of this character when
proved to be erroneous should be subjected

A Mt. Monger cor-

1 HEEI.[', hear- LR

As one who has had considerable
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to the severest censure, and the official re-
sponsible for such a forecast on a budding
goldfield should be relieved of all the re-
sponsibility of reporting upoen any future
gold finds in the State. -

Hon., P. Collier: That is foolish.. It is not

the fanlt of the officials. -

Mr, MULLANY : That is so. This goes on
to give the details of development work at
something over 100 feet, I do not intend to
read those details to the House. When T was
reading from this article that the official re-
sponsible for sueh a report should be cen-
sured I heard the Minister for Works say
The Minister responsible for
sending these officials to sample the field
under such conditions is the mun who should
be censored, and the man who is wholly and
solely to blame, if blame is attachable to
anyone. .

The Minister for Works: I misunderstood

ou.

i Mr. MULLANY: He is trying to find a
way out.

Mr. Duff: He' was not there long enough.
Mr. MULLANY: No man with a practical
knowledge of mining, and possessing praeti-
cal common sense, would come to TPerth and
make such a statement as the Minister. for
Mines made on that occasion. I do not alte-
gether agree that a great amount of injury
has bgen done to the mining industry there.
If the gold. is there these people have suffi-
cient grip and perseverance. to be able to get
it out. Blaime should not be_attached to
these departmental officials, and the Minister
should never have 'made the statements he
did, which léd up to these men being semt
there to do impossible jobs, They had no
chance of doing their work properly because
the field” was quite undeveloped. I feel sorry
for them, for -they are practical men and
should mever have been sent out upon such

a task.

The Minister for Works: I did not say
they: gshonld be censured I said they would
not inspect my pold mine,

Mr, MULLANY: 1 will put in an appli-
cation far the job of mining expert, myself.
The great question now largely exercising
the public mind is that of industrial tinrest,
and there can be no doubt that it exists. We

have heard members on both gides of the -

House offering solutions. I was sorry to
hear the leader of the Opposition make the
statement that the interests of employer and
employee must always clash.

Mr. Pickering: Under existing conditions.

Mr, MULLANY: Under existing or other
conditions, I agree with the leader -of the ,

Opposition in this view, that the direet in-
terests of the employer and the employee in
a particular industry muost clash to this
extent, that the employer waats to get all
that he possibly can get out of the employee,
and on the other hand the employee wants
to get, and he is entitled to get, all he can
for the labour which he sells to his em-
ployer. To that ¢xtent the inferests of both
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parties will clash, but we must all agree
that there are wider interests. Take, for in-
stance, Kalgoorlie or Boulder, or any mining
town on the goldfields. There are mern in
thase towns who have been employed im the
surrounding mines for many years past.
Those men have their homes in the towns.
Hon. P. Collier: They have their graves
there, too. - -
Mr, MULLANY: They bLave, unfortun-
ately. I know the disabilities they are lab-
ouring finder, but whilst the industry is
going to be continuved, there is no clash in
the interests of the employer and employee
in this- way, that whilst the employer’s in-

terest is that he wants the man teo
continue producing profits for himself,
the employee hag his interests thers,
he has hia home and his family there,
and if the - mine should close down

- the interests of both the employer and the
employee are lost. There is also to be con-
sidered the” viewpoint of the prosperity of
the Btate. Both employer and employee have
an equal interest there.  Notwithstanding
that a man is selling his labour fAnd whilst

interests clash just there, they have the
wider interest in common. The Arbitration
Court. hds been very much eriticised, and

perhaps rightly so.
Mr, Davies: The Arbitration Act.
Mr. MULLANY: And the Arbitration Aet.
It is said that the Aect iz out of date. T re-
- member when amendments were brought for-
ward in 1912 the Act was claiined to be the
most up to date and effective in the world.
But even at that time the constitution of the
eourt wag criticised by Labour members sup-
porting the Scaddan Government. They held
the view that a judge of the Supreme Court
was not necessarily the best fitted person to
occupy ‘the position of president of the court.
That obtains to-day. I do not think that a
judge is the only person capable of carrying

out the duties of president of the courl.

Purther than that, I believe that the system
unhder which employers and employees have
the right to nominate each one member of
the eourt is also wrong. The Ajbitration
Court, to my mind, shoild be the same as any
other court. To-day we have a judge as
president and two pastisans sitting with him.
I am making no reflection upon the repre-
sentatives of the cmployers or the employees
who sit on that conrt. The geutlemen who
have filled-the positions in recent years were
fully qualified to do so; but hon. members
will agree that the president of the Arbitra-
tion Court from his very training and en-
virenment right through life cannot be ex-
* pected to go into the- details of industrial
grievances which exist. He may be able to
judge the value of cvidence, but he cannot
get down to detail, and he has no one to
whem he can ‘go for adviece. 1 venture to
say that if either the representative of the
employer or the representative of the em-
ployee were to do apything that their nom-
inees disagreed with, their term as members
of the court would be cui shorf. The judge
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‘living and price-fixing.

,

is hampered because there is no one to whom
he can go for advice, and we: come down to
this, that the president must decide for him-
self, I belicve that an amendment could be
made in that direction. Discussing arbitra-
tion brings us to the question of the cost of
It is a fallacy to
appeint price-fixing boards in Ausiralia te
fix a fair price or say what shall be a fair
price for a ecommodity here, and at the same
time claim that the producers of Australia
have-a right to the world’s parity or the best
price they can get. The member for Clare-
mont (Mr, Duff) dealt with this subject
earlier this evening, He referred to wheat,
but there are other commodities that we
could mention., Let me illustrate the posi-.
tion as it is to-day. We all know that ab-
normally high priees which are obtainable
for warious commodities throughout the
world to-day are the direct result of condi-
tions arising out of the war. Had the war
not takén place these extremely high prices
would not be cobtaining. The farmers’ re-
presentatives, or some of thewn, claim that
the farmers are heing robbed to a certain ex-
tent beeause they are not getting the world’s
parity of the wheat being used for local con-
sumption in Australia to-day. I say they are
not being robbed. It is at least only a small
contribution towards the welfare of the com-
munity of-Australia which they are making.
This should go further. We have wheat for
local consumption in Australia, and the.farm-
erg are not getting within 5s. & bushel of
that which they could get if it were ex-
ported. But do they think they are fully en-
titled to that? I want to put forward this
proposition: I have never been one to indulge
in flag-filying or to use the soldier’s returnm,
or even while he was fighting, to make a
point. But let me instance the position of’
two men, a réturned Australian soldier, one
whose pre-war occupation was the raising of
wheat, and ‘another—this, I believe, would
be the most apt illustration—a gold miner.
These two men left on absgolute equality as
Australian soldiers, They  went away and
we cheered them for going. We told them
they were going to fight to keep the horrors
of war away from Awustralia, Take the re-
lative position of thoge two men mnow t{hat
they have returned and are following their
pre-war occupations. The wheat grower is-
receiving a price for the commodity he is
producing which he never dreamt of getting
in pre-war days. When members of this As-
sembly went on what was termed My, Mis-
¢hell’s business trip in the wheat areas last
September, the Premier was able to announce-
te the farmers that they would be paid 5s.
a bushel for their wheat at sidings.

Hon. P. Collier: And that was met with:
cheers everywhere.

Mr. MULLANY: Collectively and indi-
vidually I have heard farmers say, ‘‘Now
we are going to get 5s. for our wheat at sid-
ings, we are all right. This will see us
through.’? So far as fhe farmers were con-
cerned that was all right. Contrast the
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position of the returned soldier whe was a
“miner before he wemnt to the war and who
has returned to his occupation of mining
for gold. : -

Mr, Pilkington: Should he not get™ the
“World’s parity for his gold?

Mr, MULLANY: I do not know what he
should get, but do not forget that the miner
«oes not sell the gold,.it iz the company that
employs him that sella it.  Without the
'shadow of a doubt, and the fact eannot be
contraverted, that as a direct resnlt of the
onditions- ariging out of the war, the wheat
grower on returing to Australia after fight-
ing for his country is making inore money
than he ever dreamt of making, while the
gold miner has to return to his employment
and be satisfied with the wages he was re-
ceiving before he went away, The gold
miner to-day is in 3 eondition perilously close
to starvation. .
© Mr. -Hickmott: He can go on the land.

Mr. MULLANY: Of course they can all
go on the land, and perliaps it would be
better. But I am just contrasting the posi-
“tions -of the two men who have returned, the
farmer and the .gold miner. Both men have
done their duty to -Australia, but. the one is
getting a great deal more by the sale of his

‘produce than he ever thought he would re-

ceive. If we are going to “have industrial
contentment, if we.are to have a satisfled
population in Australia, the kind of thing
which T have related eannot go on.

Mr. Hickmott: We are paying_much more
for our labour.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.].

Mr. MULLANY: Quite so, and the same
applies to gold mining. .
Hon. P, Collier: It is being made up to
on.’ . :
3,r Mr. MUBLANY: That is a0, but I think
the mémbers of the Country party will ad-
mit that there is a good deal of justice in my
contention. I say they are not entitled io
get the world’s full parity price for their
- produce,- becange it would mean that they
‘would export the lot and starve the people
‘of this State. I put this to the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Hickmott) as a praetical
farmer,
price for the fodder which I suppose he has
on his farm to-day, would he be farming
on sound praetical lines if he =old the lot
and .allowed his working horses to starvet
Mz: Pickering: No,” but you must remem-
‘ber what he has to pay for farming requis-
ites. "
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
must address the Chair. .
Mr. MULLANY: I apologiss, Mr. Speaker,
but I particularly wanted to address the
membera of the Country party on this peint.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member must
address the members of the Country party
‘through the Chair.
" Hon. P. Collier: Your argument does -not
soem to appeal to them. - .

The hon. member

" getting a shift,

If he could get an abnormally high.

. other commodity—Ileather,
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Mr. MULLANY: In my enthusiasm to
drive the point home, I had fo kéep my eye -
on members of the Country party.

The Colonial Secretary interjected.

Mr. MULLANY: The Colonial Secretary,
one--0f the most suecessful farmers in the
State, has.interjected, and perkaps T can
speak to him and keep ‘miy eye on you, Mr.
Speaker, at the same time. I would like
to ask the Colonial Secretary if there. is not
a great deal of truth in the contention I have
put forward. 1 would like to-ask the Col-
onial Secrelury, would he consider he was
farming on sound lines if, because of abnor-
mally high prices ruling, he sent the whole
of his- fodder to market and allowed his
horses to starve? * The Colonial Secretary
knows he could not do -that. ~ Yet he, a re-
sponsible Minister of the Crown, helping to
carvy on the administration of affairs in this
‘Btate, says it would be sound becanse, in
the interests of himself and his constituents,
if they can get this increased price, which is
blood money—that is what it amounts to—
they are entitled to it and the other workers
may starve,

The Colonial Secretary interjected.

Mr. BPEAKER: Order! .

Hon: P. Collier: He does not like that. -

Mzr. O’Lioghblen: It is good medicine such
23 he does not get as a rule, -

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! - -

Mr. MULLANY: Take our anining indns-
try. Can we continue the mining induostry -
under these conditiors? The member for

.Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) stated the other
‘night that, under present conditions, the men

-working 'in Kalgoorlie must, to do justice
to them, receive £1 per shift. I would like
to sée them all get £1 a shift or more, if
the industry could stand it, but we all realise
that the mining industry could- not carry
such an inereasé.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you agree that
the farmér should have £1 a shift$ )

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members must keep
‘order or I am afraid spme of them will be

Mr, MULLANY:, Yes, the farmer should
have £1 a shift if he could get it. I am ser-
ious on thiy point without wishing to infer
that the farmers are undnly gelfish, The
wheat-growers are not alone concerned. We
have butter producers, or let us take an-
Can anyone tell
me that the cost of the production of leather
has gone up in recent. years 'in proportion

to the increased price of that commodity?

We know perfectly well it has not. While
we have arbitration laws,.and while the
worker has to go to the Arbitration Court,
and the basis on which the court works is the
cost of living, so that the worker can keep
himself fit and able to do his work, we would
be putting no undue handicap upon the pro-
duneers if we said we were prepared to give
them a fair and reasonable profit on the cost
of producing tleir commodity for Australizn
requirements, at which price they must sup-
ply; but that they ecould get whatever was
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possible for the surplus in the outside mar-
“kets of the world.

Mr. Pickering: But what about the things

the farmers have to buy? )

Mr. MUGLLANY: Wa “have no control
over the cost of commodities which have to
be impoerted inte this State. ’

Mr. Johnston:
faetured machinery$ )

Mr. MULLANY: I wish to drive home
this point. Members talk about industrial
unrest. Can we expect anything elsef Every
member of this Assembly knows perfectly
well that wages men in this State, and prob-
ably all over Anstralia, are veceiving wages
which. do wot leave a sufficient margin of
comfort for themselves, their wives and their

families. That is the position as it exists
to-day. There is no possible doubt about
that. As many membérs know, I do not ap-

prove of many of the methods.adopted by the
workers and the unions in these days in seek-
hig to redress their grievances, but vndoubt-
edly the grievances do exist. Possibly the
point to which I am referring could not be
effectively dealt with by the State Govern-
ment, but the Federal Government could have
,done more, .

My, Pickering: Hear, Lear !~

Mr. MULLANY: And I believe the Prime
Minister of Australia would have done more
if hé had been assured of the,support of the
Country party. .

- My. Jolfiston: Poor Country party!

Mz,  MULLANY: The Country party bave
entered politics and said they were going
to be the dominant party in polities in Aus;
tralia, and therefore they must be prepared
to' take their share of the respomsibility. I
do not wish to transgress any further, but as
o citizen of this State, one who has lived here
for 24 vears, I wish to emphasise that we are
not going to get stable industrial conditions
in Australia while we admit world’s parity

. prieces for commodities purchased in Aus-
tralia. That is the whole peint. The price-
fixing eommissions are a farce. As the mem-
ber for Pilbara pointed out, there never ias
a time when the producer in Australia got a
bigger percentage over the cost of his com:
modity than lie is getting to-day. What is
the use of appointing pricefixing ecommis-
sions in Perth, in Melbourne or anywhere
else, when they are not allowed to work on
the cost of producing the comimodity? What
is the use of saying that men in Perth mnst
sell wheat at-7s. 9d. a8 bushel, or meat at 6d.
per Ib., whatever might be a fair and rea-
gsonable price based on the cost of produc-
tion, if somecone else ean eome along and,
taking advantage of sbnormal eonditions ex-
isting elsewhere, offer 2d. or 3d. per bashel
or per Ib. more for the commodity and export
it instead of it being made =available for
local eonsumption? We wish to see, our
people well fed and well clothed. If we are
going to take as a basis for priees here the
world’s parity for commodities -produced in
Australia, it is most unfair, and the farmers’
representatives are taking a very ghort-
sighted view if they think they are going to

What about locally manu-
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collect, these enhanced prices, and at the same

time enjoy industrial stability and content. .
Mr. Johnston: What basis would you sub-

stitute?

" Mr. MULLANY: If the world’s price

" fell below the cost of producing the com-

modity in Australia, I think we should be
prepared to gurarantee that the quantity re-
quired -for the consumption of Australia
wauld pay a fair and reasonable profit on the
cost of preduction. The Colonial Secretary,
like everyone else, desires to see stable con-
ditiens, so that. we can all settle down to our
-work, but we cannot expeet to get stahbility
while our producers attempt to charge
world’s parity prices for commodities which
the workers of this State are producing and
which they must have in order to subsist,

Mr. ROCEE (South Fremantle) [8.567: 1
am not- able to discover why the dominant
note of this debate should.be one oi hope-
lessness, It appears to me that if the view
taken frowm within Parliament is one of hope-
leseness, it eannot help the people outside
who are responsible for bringing the State
out of the difficulty in which we find it to-
day. It must refleet vpon them and they
will receive mo imspiration.- I believe, how-
ever, that. if we accept the view of the
economie conditionis of this State as they
exist, and take into consideration that this
State is one of vast area and in need of very
eareful adininistration, we might look for-

- ward to the future as one full not of des-

pondency but of hope. I helieve in this
State and T believe that it is going to be one
of the finest States of the Commounwealth,
but T am not able to see that development
as it should take place can be accomplished
by showing 2 credit on the right side of the
ledger * all the time. Idke governmental
operations, criticiam is apt to follow along a
defined track which guickly becomes a rut.
To my mind the failure of Governments, as
of individuals, is dve to the inability to take
a broad-view of a public question as it arises.
If we take note of the administiation by
various Ministers representing various Gov-
ernments, we will find that very much Atten-
tion ig paid to matters of comparatively small
importance, while matters of greater “im-
portance are somefimes given consideration

“ which is lacking both in sincerity and ability.

As proof of what I have just said, we might
throw our minds back over the space ,0f a
few years apd try to ascertain- what really
hag been done.” The conditions of to-dzy, as
has been pointed out many times during this
debate, are due to circumstances over which
the gengral .public have no control. Thege
are circumstances which have arisen out of
new economic conditions, which are influenc-
ing not only this.part of the cointinent of
-Australia but the whole world in general. For
instanee, there is the depreciation of the cur-
rency, over which we have no control. But
there are factors assisting in the opposite
direction to that in which we would have
eventzs trend. Omne of these,” and not the



least, is the fact that people deal largely in.

nov-essertials, and thus play into the hands
of the profiteers. Many things which are not
asgential could be doune without, and because
we do not do without them we create a flow
of money which enlarges and consequently
cheapens the amount in circulation, and the
more plentiful it is, the less will it buy.
Stress has been laid on the position of the
railwvays, and as-a remedy taxation on wunim-
proved land values. has been proposed. 1
believe in that taxation, but I am not able
to see how it is possible to prevent the
owners of city properties from passing :the
tax on, Tf this tax could be applied so that
it would bring into produetive oceupation
land which now lies idle, the problem of the
railways would be partially solved.
economists say that a land tax camnot be
passed on, but for my part T cannot see why.
Hon, W, (., ‘Angwin: It has-been passed
on.
Mr. ROCKE; I think the problem of the
-railways was lost sight of a few years.ago
when the electric power house was estal-

" liched at East Perth, That plant should have

been established at the Collie coalfields. The

* loss of current along the journey would be
more than cutweighed by the loss we have
in the cost of haulage, and the very great
loss to the industry by the dehydration of
the coal.

Hon. P. Collier: That question was care-
fully investigated, and the authorities were
against your contention.

My, ROCKE: I believe the leader of the
Opposition is right in saying that it was
considered, but unless my memgry is as fault
the econtract was signed before the report
was considered.

Hon. P. Collier: No, we investigatéd the
‘question, and got all the advice we ecould
béfore action was taken.

Mr, ROCKE: I am glad to hear that, but
I am still of opinion that had a large dis-
tributing station been established at the
pit’s mouth, we should have been very much

advanced in respeet of the railways, be- .

cause we could Have electrified the whole of
the metropolitan-suburban system,

Hon. P. Collier: We have pewer now -to
electrify the system right up to Chidlow's
Well

Mr. ROCKE: I am pleased to hear it, be-
cause the electrification of the suburban
railways in Melbourne is proving a great
suceess, and it would he even a greater suc-
cess here, because -the Collie coal industry
would benefit considerably.

Mr. Pilkington: The only cheaper system
in thé world is, I think, that in Sydney.

Hon. P. Collier. And as consumption in-
cheaper, our svsteni Will become cheaper still.

Mr. ROCKE: Ministets in charge of de-
partments are to a large extent dépendent
for advice and direction on the permanent

_heads. Take the matter of the steamer
¢ Penguin,’’ which was brought under notice
in this Chamber. in a previpns session. She
wag converted into a trawler.  Unfortu-

[26 AuGust, 1920.] I

Some .

-to them.

331

»

nately she was sent south and was lost. I
am sorry she was lost so quickly, because I
would rather have had iy original conten-
tion proved in another manuer. I contended
that the ship was not suitable for the work
ghe was sent to do although over £3,000
was spent in reconditioning her.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Was she inaured?

Mr. ROCEE: I do not know. When I
mentioned the matter last session, the Co-
lonial Secretary said there was no intention-
of sending the boat south, that she was to
go uvorth into smocth water. However, she
was sent south to her doom in trying to ae-
complish ™ a task for which she was not
suited. We have a reformatory prison es-
tablished at.Roftnest in accordance with the
Act passed last =ession. - The intention of
the Legislature was that men -who had be-
come inmates- of the Fremantle prison and
classed as criminals should be given an’ op-
portunity for working out their own salva-
tion in cirecumstances which would be helpful
I do not know how much money
has been spent at Rottnest, but the total re-
sult is that men arve- sent there ‘to be tanght
how to quarry sténe. That is not going to
elevate any man. In New Zealand they are
introducing the Borstal system,.under which
men are sent into country districts to be
taught farming, so that they may see some
result for their work. To send men to Rott-
nest to teach them to quarry stone is redue-
ing a very great reform to a paltry farce,
Now let mé give an instance in which ex-
penditure is agtacked in a way which brings
suffering to indigent people without materi-
ally helping us out of our finanecial diffi-
culties: A little time ago a Mr. Simpson
was appointed Dbusiness manager- to inguire
into departmehtal operations. Ome of his
first acts towards squaring the ledger was to
go to- Fremantle and cut off the bread and
meat supplies of indigent aged people in re-
ceipt of Commonwealth or invalid pensions.
The pension amounts to about 153. per week.
The Colonial Becretary, in reply to .questions °

.asked the week before last, informed the

House that this was a result of the detivi-
ties of Mr, Simpson. Mr. Bimpson has thus
proved himself a man ineapable of human
feelings and absolutely unsuited for the
position to which he has heen appointed.
The issue of extras, such as milk and jam,
to widows with little children has ~heen
stopped. It is one of the cruellest things T
have ever heard of. One woman was told
that she was too well-dressed to require ‘as-
sigtance. When I inquired into the facts of
the ease I found that she was a very re-
spectable woman who lost her husband some
years ago and has sines struggled to Keep
her little home together and take great care
of her two small children, thus making of
them good citizens. Her heing well dréssed
wag brought about in this way: She told me -
she had. a serge frock which she had worn
for eight years, Being handy with the
needle she had pulled it to pieces,,turned it
and rebuilt it, and so was able to appear on
the street, and at the police court for her

~
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dole of charity, in respectable garb. Had
that woman wasted her money around the
hotels and neglected her home and little
ehildren, she would have been considered a
fit and. proper person for assistance from the
Government. On the 11th of this month the
Colonial Secretary, replying to a questicn
by me, said that no charge was made at the
Fremantle hospital for the -medieal certifi-
cates which are now demanded before peo-
ple ean obtain Government relief.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That demand by the
department is a ridiculous one.

Mr. ROCKE: Tt is, but I am told that it
is enforced. The Colonial Secretary gaid he
had been in communication with Dr, Stubbs,
whe said that no suech charge had been
made, I have here a sworn decliration made
by the woman in question and dated .moon
Tuesday of this week, in which she declares
that Dr. Stubbs at the Fremantle hospital
told her that the chaxge of 2s, 6d. was pay-
shle to him for a medieal certificate which
was necessary to enable her to obtain assist-

ance fromn the Government on account of the

ill health of her husband. This declaration

is sworn to by a woman thoroughly convers-

dnt with the pemalities attached to thé making
of a false statement. The first certificate
that woman secured was prior to the strike,

Up to the time of the public service strike

she received 24s. She then received a letter,

dated the 15th Aungust, which reads as fol-
lows: — -
Kindly call at the court house, * Fre-
mantle, on Tuesday alternoon—--

That was last Tuesflay. The letter continues—
between 2 o’cloek and- 3.30 o’clock for a
farther payment of 32s. The medical
certificate from Dr, Williams has been
received and-your case is.now forwarded
te the Colonial Secretary for approval,

Up to 12 o’clock on Tuesday of this week no

meney had “come forward, although {his

letter was written on the 16th of this
month, I do not think the Charities De-
partment is entirely to blame in this mat-
ter; I believe thai on inguiry the fault will
be found in the Treasury Departinent,
where very much delay is caused in the
gsending out of cheques to people who are
sadly in need. Four certificates have been
gent, and this was the. response: Twenty-
four shillings before the strike and nothing
since, or at all events not until after Tues-
day of this week. The woman has three
children, her husband is an invalid suffer-
ing from heart strain and lung trouble, and
is subjeet to fits, I understand that, last
Monday, Dr. Williams issued a certificate
to cover three months. BSo it will be seen
that very much attention is being paid to
these matters which are small to the Gov-
ernment but which really mean a great deal
to those people who are suffering. The

Colonial Secretary said that it was possible

for these aged persons to apply to ome of

the two lomes for admission if they were
net able to obtain sufiicient food with their
pensions. But I would like to ask- any

Minister, or any member of this Chamber,

. saving would result.
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whether it is likely that any person would
yield up his home, ¢“be it ever so humble*
if he was able to obtain a crust of bread.
Wowld anyone, if he was able to aveid it,
enter a Government institution? T say, no.
Everyone adheres to his own home as long
as be possibly can, rather than enter a Gov-
ernment institution. Now, if greater atten-
tion were paid o departmental administra-
tion, especially in the public service, much
I believe that the
publi¢c service can be reconstructed without

~inflieting injustice on even one individual,

There are men in the service to-day who
are not receiving an adeguate sem in re-
torn for the servicea they render, There
are others in the gervice wio are not giving
a fair return to the State, I think the.
public service should be reconstructed
from bottom to top, and so started on a
new course. It 1s only fair. that civil ser-
vants should give to the State a proper re-
turn for the money they receive. Those
whe are giving a fair return should bhe paid
m  aceordance with the services they
render, It is said that produetion is the .
means of overcoming the drift, But pre-
duction is dependent upon certain factors, .
and one of those factors is continuity of
indnstrial aetivity, which in turn is depend-
ent npon the contentment of the producing
class. If we are going to have a contented
prodncing class, whbich is. essential to proper
production, the -first thing necessary is to
make the line between want and -the
ability to obtain necessaries a broader one.
For instance, if a man has to spend all his
high wages in order to obtain the neces-
saries of life, that is not going to make
for contentment im the producing elass,
How . to bring about the alteration is, I
admit, a problem. Our Prices Begulation
Commission cannot deal with produection
which takes place outside the State. Tt
cannot deal with produetion even in the
other States of Australia. So how the posi-
tion is going to be remedied by a State
Price PFixing Commission I am unable to
say. The decision of men and women to-
day appears to be that it is hardly worth
while to struggle through life and dccom-
plish only the staving off of starvation. A~
hetter distribution of the fruits of labour
iz essential to the well-being of the people,
and I believe that one of the ehief factors
responsible for the” Bigh cost of commodi-
ties to-day is the middleman. I am of
opinion that if the middleman ecould be
abolished we should see the priees of com-
modities tumbling .dowr. If there is any
phase of our industrial organisation te
which consideration eonld be given by the
Government regardless of what the politieal
opinions of the members of the Government
may be, it is the task of distribution. We
find men in the distributing class. making
huge fortunes. And when I speak of the
distributing class I do not mean the re-
tailer; T mean the man who stands between
the producer and the retailer, and who does
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his work entirely on paper. I recently
met in Flinders-lane, Melbourne, men whe
‘were making from £150 to £200 per week
merely by buying and selling goods that
they mnever saw, goods upen which they
never ohce set eyes. At each turnover the
cost of those commodities was inereased—
not their value, but their cost. We find the
same thing in our midst as regards the
buying and selling of land. Every day land
iz changing hands and increasing its cost
but not its value. It fails to increase its

value, simply becawse nothing is prodnced.
© Mr. Johnston: Some of it goes down in
Pprice,

© Mr. ROCEKE: Very rarely nowadays.

Until land is made to produce something, it
has no right to he given an enhanced price.

The Minister for Works: How are yom
going to stop it7 If you want a piece of
land and must have if, you will pay any
price for if.

Mr. ROCKE: I do not kaow how it is
going to be stopped. I have been merely
drawing attention to what is going on.

Mr. Teesdale: How are the seller and the
purchaser to come together if there is no
middleman, no agent? ]

Mr. ROCKRE: 1If there is a seller and if
there is a buyer, the one will find the other
without the assistance of any middleman, I
always contend that the middleman renders
& gervice which is superfiuons.

The Minister for Works: .You consider
that the middleman ig getting too muech.

Mr, ROCKE: Far too much, all the ¢ream,
from whichever angle one locks at the mat-
ter.

The Minister for Works: But the middle-
man is absolutely necessary in some cases.

"Mr. ROCKE: T consider that the Govern-
ment ought to take over that phase of our
industrial activities. I believe it is a fune-
tion that the Government could easily carry
out, i

Mr. Johnston: Act as commission agents?

Mr. ROCEE: C(Call it what you like, Dur-
ing the war peried it was urged that men
ghould be prepared to lay down their lives
for their country. After our soldiers re-
torned, the repatriation problem came along;
and now we want land on which to settle our
soldiers, High prices have had to be paid
for that land. Now, if it was right for a
man to risk hig life for his country—and I
say that it was right—it would be equally
right for the man who stopped at home and
retained his aeres to give so many of those
deres towards the scheme for the repatria-
tion of the men who made it possible for him
to hold his land. I think that is a fair pro-
position, and although I do not know that
it has been tried by any Government I fail
to see that any injustice would result from
it t0 any man holding land.!

The Minister for Works: Would you ap-
ply’ that prineiple to other deseriptions of
property as well?

Mr. ROCEE: No, I would not say that.
But we have so much land in Western Aus-
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tralia that is not productive; and my sug-
gestion at least offers a means of bringing
such land into production.

Mr. Johnston: I call attention to the state
of the House,

[Belis rung, a quorum formed.]

Mr. ROCEE: Speaking of bringing land:
into productive use, I wish to congratulate
the Government upon having purchased the
Peel estate, which for very many years has
been lying idle and almost useless, I under-
stand it is the intention of the Government
fo use that land in the first place for the
purpese of repatriation. That i3 a scheme
which I think will prove a payable proposi-
tion from the outset. During a tour I made
of that portion of the country a little time
ago, I was surprised to find that the land
was of such a high productive value. With
the construction of a light railway through
it, I believe an immediate return of
the initial cost would be assured. I am told
there is sufficient timber on the Jand to make
a light railway payable even from the aspect
of firewood traffic alone; and I believe that
it all that country were settled it would be
a means of reducing the outflow of money
from this State in the purchase of various
lings of preduce. If we could stop that out-
flow by building up a producing commuuity
in our coastal areag, a step in the right
direction would have been taken, a step which
would assist very materially to overcome the
financial diffieulty which now exigts. Fed-
eral extravagance has-been touched on by
various speakers. Such extravagance is to
be expected in’ existing circumstances. We
have the duplication of services, for which
the Commouwealth is entirély responsible. I
am of opinion that if the various services ean
be amalgamated the State is the right medium
for rendering the service which is required.
I feel' that the Commonwealth Government,
although they are always speaking piously
against extravagance in governmental opera-

- tions, are entirely responsible for the extrava-

gance that exists. If they would exercise
Just a little forethought and common sense,
the diffieulty could” be overcome, and this
State, as well as the other States which are
partners in the Commonwesalth, would receive
material benefit. There is one other item I
wish t{o touch upon, and that is the atoppage
of waste in whatever quarter it may be
found. The most serious waste in this State
i3, I believe, that which is caused by the
liquor traffic. T have noticed that whenever
this subjeet is mentioned a smile is to be
geen upon the faces of members. But when
the question is looked upon in the light of
an economic problem, I fail to see that it is
a joking matter. Again, I fail to see that
it i3 a joking matter when we realise that
nearly 234 millions of money are absorbed
by that traffic, from which very little return
is received exeept in the shape of additional
burdeng to be carried and increased taxation
to be borne from that cause. I cannot see

that it is a joke when we find this traffie,

which js licensed by the Government, impos-
ing on the people of the State an extra bur-
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den in the eare of those in sickness and in
poverty, some of the poverty and the sickness
being undoubtedly caused by the liquor
traffic. And theun there are the large institu-
tiong which have to be kept up partly as an
effect of the same traffic. 1 do not think it
is a joking matter when we realise that little
children are prevented, as an effect of this
traffie, from obtaining a fair start in life.

Mr. O’Loghler: There is pno one joking
about it to-night.

Mr. ROCKE: The other day I went
through the Government Receiving Home and
saw the shoeking sight of little children only
a few months old suffering from syphilis,
which it iz reasonable to suppose wounld not
have been in their gystems bad it not been
for the liquor traffic—a medimm for the
spread of that disease. I repeat, the traffic
is licensed by the Government; but we do not
know whether it has the sanction of the pub-
lic, and that is all I asgk in this matter, I
agk that that question he put before the peo-
ple in a proper way, and that the people be
allowed to exXpress their opinion as to
whether the traffie should centinue or should
ceage. I think that is a fair proposition.
We have the 1911 Act, which will be put into
operation next year; but it is absolutely
" useless for the purpose of aseertaining the
opinion of the people. Affer all, the opinion
of the people should be of paramount im-
portance, and receive every consideration.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Do you think if is
absolutely ungeless?

Mr. ROCKE: I think so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you not think it
is useful when it sets out whether new
licenses are to be granted or not?

Mr. ROCKE: The Act provides that a
eertain pereentage of electors must attend
the poll. Those who are supporting the
traffic only have to stop away from the poll
to gain their ends. In any other gueslion
that is put before the people those who are
either for it or against it have to attend the
poll and record their votes. In thig connec-
tion we find that the opposite holds good,
that one side need only Stay away from the
poll to gain the day. I hope the Government
will be fair emough to give econsideration to
thizs messure, and amend the Aet in the dir-
ection agked for and desired by a large sec-
tion of the people. . Whether or not it is ear-
ried into effeet depends on the people. IE
the people wish it to continue it must con-
tinue, but let the people have a fair chance
of saying what shall be done in the matter.

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [9.31]:
It is mnow nearly 30 years sgince I
entered this House. T am here now to
speak through you, 8ir, to hon. mem-
bers and not to the country. I regret there
are not more members in the Chamber.
It would give me more pleasare—I am
sure hon. members would like to give me
pleasure—if there were more present here,
though it may not give hon. members the
same pleasure to listen to me. The Address-
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in-reply is a useful means of letting off some
of the steam, which has been generated dur-
ing the recess by the fire of politics, Conse-
quently, T do not believe that the Address-
in-reply debate is a wasts of time, We have
a greater range of subjécts to traverse onm
such an oceasion than we have in addressing
ourgelves to any other motion that comes
before us. We should all desire, therefore,
to retain this old-fashioned procedure. I
knpw that some hon. members opposite think
I am too anxious to retain old-fashioned
prineiples, but in my opinien this old-
fashioned idea of dlS‘.‘.llSSlllg things gener-
ally on the Address-in-reply is a good one,
The first gquestion to which the Government
devoted themselves in the Speech, which they
placed in the bands of His Excellency the
Governor, was an e=xpression of pleasure aand
ot pride in the fact that His Royal High-
ness the Prince of Wales had visited Aus-
tralia. I am one of those—and I think it is
inherent in all human beings—who think we
must have something to lay hold of to keep
us together and to keep the Empire together.
The Prince of Wales was here as heir appar-
ent to the throne of the Empire, He came to
see the people of this country, and expressed
to them his gratitude on his departure far
the manner in whiech he was received hers,
The King is the symbol of our mnationheod.
Reliind the King is something we cannot see,
but something we all feel. Behind the King
is the soul of the Empire. In the past there
have been good kings and bad kings, bat
atill behind that symbol is something greater
and grander than that, namely, the emblem
of ounr Empire, and the feeling that all
humanity requires something which will em-
brace all and keep all together. For -that
reason we ought to rejoice that the heir
apparent has 'been able to visit Australia.
From this subject my mind comes to dwell
upon the guestion of the late deplorable situ-
ation which aroge in the civil service of this
State. The civil service should be alongside
the throne. They should be as much a part
of the government of the country as is the
army of the country. I was born in the
civil serviee of this country, and never in
any part of the Empire have I known of a
civil gervice losing their prestige in the same
way that they have recently done in Western
Australia. I cannot believe for on¢ moment
that the majority of the civil servants of
this country were disloyal to the Government.
They were led- away, and the young men
perhaps followed those who were prepared to
rise in rebellion,

Hon. P. Collier: I think it was the young
men who were the leaders, and the old ones
who were following.

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: Young men do
not make the best of leaders. Hon. members
opposite Imow full well that it i8 almost as
difficult to get a ¢ivil servant out of the
service under our Public Service Act as it is
to get a sinner out of purgatory. Although
tha Government are unable, under the law
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of the land, to take direct action, and al-
though in the face of that attack they were
prevented from taking this action, members
of the eivil service, who ought teo be begide
" the Government at all times, took the most
deplorable step that has ever been taken by
any civil service in the Empire. 1 feel
ashamed of them, ashamed that they should
have taken wp a position of that sort. They
onght to set a good example to the other
workers in this State, but they set a bad ex-
ample, and I hope the time will come when
they will see that they must alter their ways,
and that they must feel it is their duty to
"hold to the Government just as it is
the duty of the army to remain alongside the
Government in times of diffienlsy. From
this subject I am led on to think that we will
never have proper government in this eoun-
try, ot an economical government, until the
civil service are housed more closely together.
That is one ¢f the things I always had in
mind when I occupied the position of Pre-
mier. I regret that owing te the' exigencies
of the times I was not able to do anything
.in that direction. Owur civil service and pub-
lic departments of State are seattered all
over the city. I am bound to say there are
some Ministers here who, if asked where a

certain department was, could not give the -

necessary information, I asked a Minister
the other day where the Fisheries Depart-
ment was. :

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You wonld have a
job to find it even if you were told where it
was.

. Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: I wag told that
it was opposite the police station. I went
there this morning and was told that it waa

-somewhere huried behind the Coplonial Seere- -

tary’s Department. I found it eventually,
but am certain it would have been difficult
for any bon. member to find it unless he got
someone to point it out to him,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Tt is in a lane at the
rear of old St. George’s Hall. .

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: We will never
havée cffective or economical government un-
Jess the offices of the civil service can be
brought together 'and hougsed in one greaf
building. If that were dune we should not re-
quire to have ome little aceountancy depart-
ment for every tiddly-winking braneh of the
service. . We should be able to have one big
aceountancéy department dealing with all the
accounts of the public service. It would be
the means of enabling officers in the service
to do their work, without having to gravitate
all over Perth when they wanted to discuss
matters with each other. -

Hon. W, C. Angwin: We had plans drawn

- and estimates made out, but the House re-
jected them.

Hon. S8ir H. B:. LEFROY: A lot of fime is
lost by officers of the department geing to
other departments to secure information they
reguire. An officer of the Water Supply De-
partment in James-street may wanf to con-
sult the Crown Law Department, and he has

" to come all the way across Perth to do so.
When pecple come from the country to do
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business with the public offices they have the
utmost difficulty in finding where they are,
If we kad all our Government officers housed
in one great building people would know
where to go in order to get the information
they required,, This afternoon when I was
coning to the House I met a high official of
the Agricultural Department, who had doubt-
less beer to the Worka Department to get
some information. That should be unnecces-
sary. There are some officers in the service
who, perhaps, will not be too expeditious
when making these little journeys.

Mr. Pickering: It is a temptation for

them.
Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: It is 2 bad
thing. Temptation ecreates character. But

these temptations are not always made use
of in that way. I hope the time will coms
when we will be able to do something more.
During my term of office we were paying
£5,000 s year for the rent of buildings, and
this money would blave paid interest on
£100,000.

Mr. Pickering: It would take more thar
that to provide the necessary accommodation,

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: The money for
the building of the offices would not be go
ing out of the country, but would remain
here.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You must blame Par-
linment and not the Government for that.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: It would not
only remain here, but would be of great ad-
vantage in the economieal management of
our public offices. Our financial position is
certainly oue which warrants the gravest
anxiety. I am not one of those who consider
that we should do nothing simply becaunse
onr finaneial position is a difficult one. This
country cannot be developed without the ex-
penditure of money. I have often been
twitted for holding the view that production
ig the great work this country should have
before it, that produetion is the only thing
that can bring Western Augtralia into such
a position that will ¢nable the State to
straighten its finances.  There is ne other
way of doing it, Everything should be done
to encourage production. We must have our
means of communication, so that production
may be carried on as easily as possible.
Moreover, we must endeavour to make the
country more attractive to those who have to
settle in it. The people in the country are
not satigfied to lead the'lives that they were
aceustomed to lead 40 or 50 years ago, They
Tequire something better, and it is right that
they should _do s0. In these modern days a
farmer requires more comfort, and he also
needs better means for getting about than
he did years ago.

Mr. Pickering: He wants telophores, too.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: What I want
to see is every farmer in the possession of a
metor-car.

Mr. Lutey: And a flying machine.

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: I think the
farmer will be quite satisfied to remain on
the earth. The motor-car would not be re-
quired for joy riding; it would be of great
usa on the farm, and would enable the owner
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to see his neighbours more frequently. Years
ago a farmer could not move about and mix
with his neighbours. Mankind wants that.
Man is a gregarious animal and likes ‘to get
about, and mix with his fellow beings. Con-
sequently, I would like to see the facilities
of transit inereased in every possible way.
The district I represent is one of the finest
in the State, but of late years it has been
looked upon almost as a foreign eountry. I
am safe in saying that the people on the jand
in that. distriet, by their taxes, pay interest
on the expenditure of all the public money
in the district. I do not think any other dis-
triet in Western Australia can make a similar
boast, Hon. members talk about taxing the
lend and of that being the panacea for all
,ills. But let me point out that the people
who hold areas on the Midland railway line

" have paid for'the enhanced value of that

land, enhanced by reason of the faet that a
railway runs through it. They have paid up
to £3 an acre for it, while in other parts of
the State it has been possible to get land for
between 10s. and £1 an sere. We require to
have some assistance to further develop that
part of the State. The Midland line is the
only one that runs through that part of the
country, and there are people who are grow-
ing wheat 25 miles away from it.
bour Government some years ago expressed
their intention of construeting other railways,
recognising that it was not right that people

should be compelled. to farm under such big °

digadvantages. Of late years a railway
running parallel with the Midland line has
been constructed into the heart of one of the
finest districls in Western Australia, and
from which district an enormous amount of
wheat can be produced. I sincerely hope
that the present Government will continue
the Bolgart extension, which is now in the
middle of a sandplain, The extension, if
carried out, would help considerably to make
the whole line pay. I know, however, that
this is not an isolated ease. There are num-
bers of such instances in the State where the
gettlers are in a similar position. The hon.
member who leads the Country party repre-
gents g district many of the farmers in which
live a considerable distance from the railway,
and he too has been anxious to see the rail-
way further extended to reach those people.
I hope that the hon. member will be able to
to go to those people before long and
tell them that tlie construction of the
line will shorfly be taken in hand. For
works of this description, however, we
must have money. But we must not elose our
windows and declare that we shall not do
anything more. That would be a suicidal

policy to follow in Western Australia. I

admit we have a big burden of indebtedness,
but I have great confidenee in the country
and believe that if we do not continne the
policy we have followed in recent years we
shall stop progress. Unfortunately, we have
not the population we should have. I agree
with the member for North-East Fremantle
that there is a doubt as to whether people
can be indueced to come from the 0ld Coun-
try to Western Australia. Those are the

The La- .
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preople I would like to ses come here as
iumigrants, and I hope they may after
all come here +to help us to develop
this far-off dominion of the Empire as
it shonld be developed. TUnless Australia
i more thickly populated than is the
case at the present time, it will be a menace
to the Empire, Surely hon. members
do not aseriougly advocate that wher & man
is net improving his property it should be
taken from him, that he should be forced to
disgorge it so that someone else might make
use of it. ‘When we apply this to the out-
gide world then it will come home to us.
The world was not made for one gection of
the people, it was made for humanity as a
whole, and there are countries which are so
filled with people that they no longer have
the elbow room that they require. They see
a, country here undeveloped and sparsely
populated which would be capable of set-
tling a hundred million pecple and they may
say, ‘‘ We will foree ithe holders of that ecoun-
try to didgorge it, so as to allow us to go
there and populate it with some of our teem-
ing millions.’’ The future of this country
depends on work and in¢reasing our popu-
lation by immigration. To wait for that to
be brought about by a natural process will
be dangerous. I am looking to the time when
people will be encouraged to come to this
eountry to help us develop it and to fill its
waste spaces so as to' make it, instead of a
menace, 2 help to the Empire. The member
for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) considers that
the wheat growers should contribute some-
thing towards the rest of the community.
Why should the men on the land be selected
for that? The community have the advan-
tage that there are people who are able to
produce wheat with which to make hread,
the bread that is required. Jn some coun-
tries they cannot produce that wheat to malke
the bread that is wanted to sustain life.
Here we have it, and to say to the farmers,
whom we want to encourage, that they must
contribute towards the maintenance of the
remainder of the community, is & strange
proceeding. Why, they contribute towards
the maintenesnce of the whole of the com-
munity. Not only do the farmers do that
but those engaped in the primary industries
contribute towards the support of the re-
mainder of the community, and it s most
ungenerous on the part of people who live
in the towns to make the demand thai the
farmers should supply wheat at a price be-
low the world’s parity.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What is the world’s
parity ¢

Hon, 8ir H. B. LEFROY: It is the price
of the commodity in London less the freight
and insurance and the cost of getting it

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is the London
parity; I want to know the world’s parity.

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: London is the
world.

Hon, 'W. C. Angwin: Wheat in London is
955. a quarter, that is 12s. a bushel.
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Hon, Sir H. B.LEFROY: Wheat is cheaper
here than in any other part of the world.
In Bouth Africa they were buying wheat re-
cently for 25s. a bushel. In Belgium the
Government tried to induce the people to
grow wheat by offering a guarantee of 10s.
& bushel for it, but the people there found it
paid better to grow flax, and they ploughed
vp the wheat and put flax in instead.

Hon, P. Collier: That is no argument. It
is not a wheat producing ecuntry,

Hon. Bir H. B. LEFROY: I gsee no reasocn
why the producers in this State should not
get what is obtained for the produce in the
Old Country less the cost of getting it
there.

Hon. P. Collier; What about when the
world’s parity goes right down, say, to 3s. a
bushel

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: If it goes down
to 3s., the unfortunate farmer will have to
suffer. -

Hon. P. Qollier: No, we guarantee him a
mivimum of 5s. 6d.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY:
heard anything about that.

Hon. P. Collier: We are doing it.
eannot have.it both ways.

Hon. 8ir B. B. LEFROY: Some hon. mem-
bers might argne that, when we have bad
times, the Governnrent will guarantee the
farmer a little more than he would get in the
outside markets.

Hon. P, Collier: We are doing it still.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: I do not think
that is likely, and I think the farmer is too

- wary to trust to anything of that kind.

Hon. P. Collier: If we fix a reascnahle
minimum, we are entitled to fix a maximum,

Hon. 8ir H, B. LEFROY: One hon.
member contrasted the difference in the
posgition of a returmed soldier who
went on the land and the vposition
of a returned soldier who engaged in
mining. The man who ™ produced wheat
might get a good priee for it and he
ought, according to the hon. member, give
something to the soldler who engaged in
mining and did not receive so muech. I do
not think human nature will submit to that.
Moreover, I wonder whether the returmed
soldier, who went prospecting and made a
good discovery and sold his mine for a very
large amount, would be prepared to hand
over some of his profits for the benefit of
other returned soldiers.

Hon. P. Collier: I think tha# was a very
shallow argument.

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: Tf is not human
nature. .

Hon. P. Collier: And not logical either.

Hon. Sir H., B. LEFROY: 1T do not
think we are likely to arrive at such
a position as that. It is not my inten-
tion to detain the House at any length,
but I wished to take the opportunity
to say a few words on the Address-
in-reply, because I realise that it affords a
useful meana to ventilate our views in gen-

1 have m-)t

You
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eral on the condition of the country. The
position of Western Australia should mnot
make us depressed so far as the future is
concerned. The outlook is bright. Duriug
the time I had the honour of presiding over
the Cabinet, we were passing through one
of the most distressful times this country
hkas ever experienced. As soon as the war
wag over, a great change came about, and
with the cessation of hostilities came better
seasons and cerisinly prices have been very
congiderably higher. When we remember
that the revenune of this country last year
exceeded that of the previons year by
nearly a million pounds, it surely must
show that there is something going on in
this State to place it on the wup-grade.
Although the Government always take to
themselves the credit for qverything of
this sort—I know my late chief, Sir John
Forrest, used always take credit for the
good seasons—— .

Hon, P. Collier:
always do,

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: Quite so. I am
not here to give credit to the Government
altogether for the faet that the revenue in-
creaged by nearly a million pounds laat
year. The settlement of returned soldiers,
I understand, has gone on satisfactorily.
There is a number of them in my own dis-
triet, and they are doing good work sand
settling down with vigour to their_ under-
takings, and I believe they will be dnceess-
ful. But I would like to point out that
the Govermnent of which I was the head
did a lot of the spade work in connection
with the settlement of returmed seoldiers,
and got no credit for it., We did not go
about the country azdvertising the faet, T
did not have a newspaper at my back to
advertise the fact.

Hon. P. Collier:
point.

Mr. Pickering: You ought to have had =
few ghares in it,

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: Members might
appreciate the fact that we did a comsider-
able amount of the spade work required for
the settlement of returned soldiers. The

‘Wise (Governments

That was your weak

- point is that the soldiers wers not return-

ing at that time. I made arrangements with
the Federal Government for the money re-
quired, and it is that money whick is being
worked on now. I am sure we all wish the
returned soldiers every auccess and 1 be-
lieve those men who have taken to the land
have had a training which will be moat
useful in sustaining them through the diffi-
cnit times of pioneering on the farm, which
certainly are nothing like the hard times
they had in the trenches and on the battle-
fields in France and elsewhere. I am full
of hope for this country. All of us should
be full of hope. The man who has not hope
is lost. I believe that, with proper and
economical government and the proper ex-
penditure of peblic funds for the benefit
of and to stimulate production in this coon-
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try, Western Anstralia will before long get
out of her financial difficulties, We will, I
hope, continue to produce more and more
and be able to induce people to come here
by the very attractions which we will be
able to offer them, and will thus succeed in
building up a Sta.te secoud to nome in
Australia.

On motion by Mr. Foley debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.8 p.m.

Aegislative Council,

Tuesdoy, Sist August, 1920,
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Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
[436]: It is not my intention to deal with
the question of finance. It is well known
that we have a deficit of Over four million
pounds. That in itself should be sufficient
to set hon. members thinking, and to force
the Government to do something in the diree-
tion of making the revenve and expenditure
come more closely into line. I was struck
by the following paragraph in His Excel-
lency’s opening speech—

In common with every other country in
the civilised world Western Australia is
faced with grave problems of reconstrue-
tion following upon the disturbances of
trade, commerce, and industry duwring the
war. My advisers, however, because of the
ability of the State to produce in abund-
ance many of the things of which the
world i3 most in need, feel that the pro-
spects are encouraging and that vigour,
enterprise, and good will amongst the peo-

ple are alone necessary to replace the ma
terial losses of war and to inaugurate :
period of expansion.

I agree that it is essential to have good wil
amongst the people,  During the last fiv
years we bave had a world war, from whic
we have been led to believe we issuned success
ful. Still, it must be realised that there i
not that measure of good will obtainin
thiroughout the country which is necessary t

‘bring about the best possible results fo

Australia. We have bad a npumber of indus
trial disputes. In that we are mot alone
Throughout the civilised world there hav
been industrial disputes of great magnitude
We in Aunstralia are rather fortunate in hav
ing had so few of these disputes. We hav
had our strikes, even here 1n Western Awu
tralia; but after all, when we take into eor
sideration the reaséns that force the worker
into revelt against the conditions under whic
they work, we see that they are mot withou
justification. Among those reasons we hav
the heavy increases in the cost of living
which are in themselves sufficient to fore
the workers to demand, rot only more mong]
but improved conditions. If the Government
of Australia are prepared to allow prices t
continue increasing, and thereby reducin
the standard of living, it follows that th
workers, in defence of the standard they ha
attained in 1914, must’ fight for the retex
tion of that earlier achievement. We hav
cur Arbitration Courts, but T think suffieien
has been said during the last few months t
show that, after all, those courts have nc
proved the sucecess which, a few years age
many of us hoped they would. Personall
I believe in the prineiple of arbitration fo
the settlement of industrial disputes;  Dbut

am faced with the fact that the effortz o
the workers to get to the court have bee
combatted so forcibly by the employers tha
it has taken months, sometimes even yeat:
for the workers to reach the court. Th
worker is out to retain the standard of lis
ing which he had attained in 1914, TIf h
were not prepared to fight for that standar
he would not he worthy of the name of ma
‘Workers to-day realise that it is necessar
that they should combine in an endeavour t
bring about such a state of affairs as wi
enable ~the bread-winner and his wife an
children to live in a reasonable standard o
comfort, He must have food and clothin
and housing, and sufficient to enable him t
educate his children. That is what the worl
ers are desirons of obtaining to-day. The
also realises that they are hard put to if t
combat the actions of the profiteer in for(
ing up the cost of living. That is one of th
causes of industrial unrest, namely, the ir
creased price of necessary commodltles, whie
has reduced the purchasing power of mone;
and consequently the standard of living whie
the worker has enjoyed in the past. As

result the worker is forced to take whateve
action he deems necessary to establish hi
claims, If it is desired to bring about

better state of affairs the employers must d
something in the direction of meeting th
wighes of the workers. It is much to be r¢



